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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OT JUSTICE 

FEDERAL EUEEAU OP IFV 13 STIC ATI ON 



March 9 P 1956 

BY COURIER SERVICE 



Mr. Mix wall M. Riibb 
Ss-C^eta-ry Eo the Ga-bineE 
The Wfcdte House 
Washington, JO. C. 

Dear Max: 

In line with our conversation, I am enclosing a 

copy oJE the ba-Slc statement -wbich I used in making my 
presentation at tUe Gabin-et meeting thig molding. 

With best wishes and kind regards. 

Sincerely, 
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RACIAL TENSION AND CIVIL 

INTRODUCTION: 

The Attorney Central ha 6 3_BBigneti to the FBI the reapcmgibility 
□f investigating allegations of violations of the Federal Civil Rights Statutes, 
lis, the investigation of the BO case a involving peonage and irrroLuntar y servitude, 
vote frauds and the J ep riving of a citizen of the right to voter conspiracies to 
deprive others of rights and privileges guaranteed by tlie Constitution and L&ws 
Of Ihe United State BE acts under color of law depriving persona qX rights, privileges 
and immunities protected by the Constitution or laws: of the United Staies and the 
Investigation of subversive activities jB the FBI has been brought into close daily 
contact with racial tensions and controversies* I shall therefore cndsav^T to 
present the background and development of the present situation rning racial 

tension and related matter* bearing upon Civil Sight s h 

Racial tension ha^ been mounting almost daily since the Supreme 
Court banned Segregation in publie schools on May 17 3 1954, and later, on May 31, 
19B5j requiTfid thrtt integration be established at the earliest practicable date 
"consistent With good faith compliance, Ir Thig. mounting tension has manifested itself 
in Overt acta on the part of individuals. Organized Tesia^ancc in legislative bodies, 
and the creation' of organizations on a widespread basis in the South to resist integration. 

In recent month a , some of the opponents of integration have been 
using such term* as "preventing bloodshed, " "there is going to be blood spilled; 11 

"bloodshed vvill come, 11 " organized resistance. Ir to mention only a few. Before 
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IS, 000 persons at a citizen e cGUJicSl rally on February 10, 1956, m MontRomeryj 
Alabama, Senator Eastland urged resistance and claimed, "The Aflgln-Saxoii 
people have held steadfast Eo the be lie £ that resistance to tyranny i& obedience to 
Gad. IP Roy V* Harrl& P attorney and member Slate Board □£ Regents, told a Negro 
college gathering that if integration ia forced on the South, "There will be bitter ness, 
hatred Md bloodshed-" He then compared the KAACF to the posit Civil War 
carpetbaggers. On the other hand, some o£ the proponent* of integration hav* 
u3<3d terms such as "some white blood will flow" t-OO. 11 Acts o£ violence against 
members of the white race have been advocated by at least one preacher and 
tall* of meeting resistance m the South has occurred. 

In many areas, reason has given way to emotion. When such a 
situation exists:,, the potential for serious outbreaks of violence is ever present 
and can be triggered by incidents which in a calmer period would unnoticed. 

In recent weeks emotion has supplanted reason in an almost open 
and unheard of rebellion cm the part of certain members of the Catholic Church 
against the- lnr.al hierarchy over the i&aue oi integration in Louisiana* A colored 
priest wae banned from saying Mass at Jesuit Bfcnd, Louisiana] a catechism claes 
at Belle Chase! Louisiana, was disrupted and Negro chilli re si were forced to walk 
at the rear of a line of march from the classroom EC the churchy and a local 
political leader is reported to have put a Negro girl out of the church and cursed 

the priest. These incidents were investigated by the FBI at the direction of the 
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Department of Justice. 



Conflict as a F ayt of History 

The situation w C face today does net re pic sent an e^crienca that 
is entirely new. History p tradition &ml economics axe the basis for the present 
uneasiness and growir-i/ tenfiily- 

Memories of the Reconstruction 

Race relation a *tiU arc affected by the deep and hitter feelings 

which have been handed down from generation to generation in the deep South, 

Memories of the Civil "Wair period are being revival. There is atilL calk amonr 

some cultured and educated Southerners of rule by the ,r Macks 3 M 11 carpetbaggers, 11 
and "scalawags- m 

Iti& El matter of historical significance that: among the five stated 
of Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, and South Carolina, where "black 111 
voters were in *l majority in the reconstruction period, wc iind our most trembled 
areas today, with the single exception of Florida. 

If the bloodshed, which both the propone nti and opponents of 
integration now discuss, is to be avaidedj there needs to be re^I Understanding and 
public education with regard to the fac ttirS contributing to ferment now taking place , 
which can boil over at any moment in acta of extensive violence. 

Among the chief causes advanced for resentment against integration 
in the South are the following: 

1. There has hwn a lack of objectivity and balance in the treatment of 
race relations by the press, and the South is in a state o£ explosive 
resentment over "What they consider as unfair portrayal of Uicir way 
of lifc h and what they consider as internneddling^ 




The philosophy of "States Rights Ir lias c<?me to the fpre andiB either 
being 5 sized upon as a justification for mftintairiin^ traditions and 
convention^ or represents a. Tesurgenca of Jaffa rsonian principles of a 

constitutional goveromcnL of delegated powers with the -sovereignty 
remaking in th^ states* 

The current tensions represent a clash of culture when the pXQt 
of racial purity is a mle qf life ingrained deeply -as the baei-c: truth. 
The paternalistic spirit which is a carryover from the days of slavery 
recognizes the need ta provide for greatcT opportunity for KvgrMS as 

well fchuir acceptance but does not yet consider that m,i jeed education 

ifi die means whereby the races can best be servad + And behind this 
stalks the specter of racial intermarriages. The following Specifics 
arc cited most frequently: 

(a) Health - the claim is made that colored parents are not as careful 

in looking iiftcr the health and cle inline SS of their children- The claim 

of a higher incidence of venereal disease among l^cgroes is also cited 

as a reason for Se^ru^ati&n in the use of lavatory faciliLie s and ^ymnabiums. 

(□J Home life - the -cultural background oi most colored children ^ifiers 

radiic ally from white children and regardless of Lhc unfairness of judg-- 

majits and the logical explanations in the public ir_itm r the reason is still 

racial- The master and servant relationship in the South is still the rule* 




■ 




{c) Morals - the benefit of matrimony and recourse to divorce Rive way 
i 

to convenifiiiEie and consequent Illegitimacy,. 

{d} Crime - maintaining order As a primary concern among Southerners 
and they point tq the higher prevalence of crime among Negroes than 

among whites- This argument i& applied to integration claiming 

that with the racial bars down, the increase of daily contact would provide 
greater opportunities for interracial strife. 

(e) Intellectual development - the claim is made that South-urn Negroe* 

are usually be-Low the intellectual level of white eliildren. The further 

■ 
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claim is made that it would take a generation to bring the races to a. p arity, 

The Cruflp.de for Integration 

T.lc ^dvo^fcUe of iute_qrEjLiior_ bsjisc ir josiiion or. mui 

and ethical grounds* 

The proponents of integration feel that victory is within their grasp 

and arc determined to press ior what they consider is their constitutional Tighi an-d 

have set 1963, the Centennial of the Proclamation of Em an cipatlon, seven, years hence a 

as their ^oal to achievO the reality of full equality. The proponents of integration 

have acquire*! a taste of victory and have learned the technique & of mabiliz-ation p 

pte S -Sure j and propaganda t& build momentum far their ceus:. 

When tllti Supreme Court ruled in 1944, twelve yoare ago p that no 
qualified voter could be barred on the basis at race or color from participating in 

" VH\i te Democratic Frwiaries* 11 there were fawcr than 2QQ ? 000 registered Negro 

Voters in t^e South. In 194S, there were l d 300, QQQ Ne^ru voters in the South and 
the yual for 1956 is 3 3 000, 000 Kcgro voters, 
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The National Association far thu Advancement of Colored People 
claims that the blocking of Senate confirmation of the Supreme Co ur t appointment 
of Circuit Judge John. J, Parker in 1930 marked "tb£ beginning o£ the Negro 1 * 
political coming of age 11 and the time whan "the Negro himGolf recognized his 

political power. " 

Aft or the Parker cOJifii-mation was rejected 41 to 39 on May 7 P 
193 Op they then mobilized to defeat all Senators voting for Parker and claim the 
defeat of Such Senator* m California, Kan&ae h Missouri, Indian a ? Ohio,, Pennsyl- 
vania Wc-st Yirginia K New Jersey r Connecticut, and Rhode Island. (In evaluating 
the claim h the opposition of labor to Parker roust he considered along with the 
fact that this depression was be sinning to he felt and the ground sv-'^ll b&d ael in 
which brought the Desmocrata to power in 193^- ) The fact remains that the 
victori-es thus achieved heighten th& spirit of the proponents arad at the same limu; 
provide u unifying force foT tho&e real Sting integration and the advancement of 
race: relations . 

The troubled ar^aa are further disturbed 'uy the ^atio between the 
races. The 1950 Ce^SU^ reflects those Over 21 who were of the white race totaled 
3 8, 195, 1 9 L P while the nOn- whites totaled ^.iOS, 11&. The geographic distribution 
of the races J* as foUows: 



Ar u a 


N on- while 


White 


Northeast 


1,376,701 




North Central 


1,519,841 


27,722, 536 


South 


5,693,131 




West 
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The Southerners advance Lhe view LhaL the more Negroes who leave 
l\-.rr. yuut':i l-in ii^.L'.rtr _-*iju:e Lhis will distribute the 'race problem" more evenly 
across the country and eventually will make far less tension in the South. From 
]f}4Q to 19 5S ? the proportion o£ Negroes declined Irom 49-2 per cenb to 45-3 per 
cent in Mississippi; 42-9 per cent to 38.3 per c&"i in South Carolina; 3 5*9 per cent 
to 32. 9 pear cent in Louisiana- 34, 7 per cent to 3£ per cent in Alabama and -34. 7 
per cent to iQ. 9 per cent in Georgia. 

Proponents of Integration 

The JoLlowing organisations presently advancing integration arc the 
ones which have figured in the rising tensions and are Che principal targets of attack 
in the South : 

1- National Association for the Advancement of 
— - ■■ 

Colored People 

The N&tionai Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
was created in 1909 and ha 5 more than a quarter million, members in the various 
State*. The NAAtP i^as provided the leadership in forcing various issues 
involving the Negro before thfi Courts. Over thfc years, it has investigated acts 
of violenccj racial disturbance 9 ^tld inciclentR . 

Following the May p 1954, Supreme Gou*t decision, there was a 
marked increase in NAACP activities. Court actions were Ifdtiated against a 
number of local school boards in the South and a campaign has been launched to 
extend L-he principles oJ" nonseg legation in other area£ ftuch as housing, interstate 
travel and lie alth facilitic s . 

- 7 - 




The Communist Party hag instructed -all Negro comrades to join 
the NAACP bat, despite the deLernnincd effort af the Communist Party to infiltrate 
the NAA.CP; thi§ organization reaffirmed its aati- Cum muni at stand at itE last 
convention in Atlantic City in June, 1955. Since Chen the Communist Party ha a 
intensified ite efforts to infiltrate the NAACP particularly at local levels. To 
illustrate, Ed Strong, Chairman of tht? Negro Commission of the Communist Party, 
Vvas in contact with several NAACP officials in Texas in January. 

In recant months, the NAACP has concentrated it a activities around 
the Till case and l.hu* Mississippi thootings of Reverend Ceorge "W, Lee^ BolaOnij 
L.Lrjr;.xr Smith 3 Lincoln County; and Gus Courts qI Ee-l^oni, Wi-S-^i^^ippi. 

Qne recent incident which has a potential for acts of violence is & 
city wide boycott by N-cg.ro be of buses in Montgomery AlaLbama, which started in 
December,, 1955 t designed to force an i?tk1 tu ^egrej^tion on buse s . Considerable 
tfrri^ion anci several shootings preceded the boycott. Police cars escort th* buses 
Lhrongh. the Negro sections to prevent acti of violence. A bomb was exploded an 
the front porch of the residence of one of the leaders in the boycott; and. two days 
liter, February 10 P 195£., an explosive device was detonated in the fr&nt yard of 
anuLher leader. Two pro segregation groups promptly offered $1,0011 re^iTci for 
information leading to the conviction of the wrongdoers. After the boycott had 

been on for over two months bus service had fallen off SO per cent. There is 
considerable tension in Montgomery with the possibility of additional incidents, 
A State Grand Jury was convened on February 13, 195t p to determine whether 

the boycott wtt& a violation of a state law makix^ boycotts a misdemeanor 

punishable by 6 motiths in jail or 55-00 fine, 
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On February 21, 1 9 3 G ± the Grand Jury in/dc ted 115 Negroes under a 

19ZJ law which maJcjae a conspiracy to interfere with or hinder business a misdemeanor 

In reporting its findings, the Grand Jury reported grpwing tensions^ observed that 

small incidents have been magnified and stated, "... if we continue on our present 

course, . * violence is inevitable + The leaders o£ both races arc ur^ed to take a Long 

and thoughtful Look into the future. |e 

Lir. A. H. McCoy t President &f the I^AA CP in Missis sippi, in comment 

ittg on their demands for integration, warned that If violence occurred fl some wldte 

blood will flow toe , " B + iU Hooks, HAA CP leader in Memphis Tennessee* on 

Ja^najy 29 P 1956 ? told loc^l Negroes to ''rock more, boats and create more storms. Ir 

He also said, lw If it T s necessary for UB to fltir up more tension and mar^E3>^st to win 

our light, I'm willing to do it. 11 

The disgracciul incident at the University o£ Alabama on February 4, 

5 and 6 ? ]95G a is a. symptom erf the increasing tensions in the South. In a suit origi- 
nally filed on July 3, 1953 a the Federal Judge in Birmingham, Alabama enjoined the 
University Of Alabama on July 1, 1955, from denying admittance to Cwq Negresses-* 
The injunction was then suapended four months to allow an appeal* On February lj 
19 56 j Miss Autherine Lucy,,. ag£ 26 a was admitted but admittance was denied tq 
Miss Pollyann Myers Hudson, age 2.3 Y on moral grounds. {On February 9, L956 P 
Thurgood Mar shall N NAACP Counsel;, Ordered he* guit witbdra-wn on the claim she 

was a hussy, i. e. had baby 6 months after marriage.) 

A mob of i P 000 persons gathered at the University to prdttst the 

admittance of Mi S3 LuCy arid police used Lear disperse the mob + NAACP 

attorneys iUed contempt pro ccc ding S against Uni varsity ofiiciala and four mob 
leadeXH on February 9 P 1956. At a hearing On F"tibrU£jfy 29 a 1 9 3b, the Federal Judge 
■ordered t]iat Mies Laicy "be readmitted on March 5 f 195& r On Mnrch 1 F 195G., the 



UsiivftrEity issued a statement that she hud been expelled for maJcirig - false charges 
again Et the University. 

Z , Crt^. miimst Farty p USA 

The expertnOSS o£ the CosnmuiU-st Party in pitting class isgftin^t 
class has long, he era devoted to publicly cSp-ouaiug the csi-Use of the N^gr-p as a 
tactic to rttxuU Kegirocs into its ira-nks and to use the Negro its a rallying point 
to further its aim of weakening the Utalted Stat*s + Foi year£ p the Communist 
Party has had difficulty in making inroada in the South Stud seizes upon any incident 
to height en tension and precipitate difficult ies. 

The Communis 3 have decided nuw to concentrate their activities 
in Alabama, Georgia and Mississippi aince these are the growing area. 9 of 
industrial concentration wliore ComrnuaiEts think they have the best chance bo 
infiltrate and expand the Party Strength, The Party is now engaged in an active 
program to send Party memT>eTB from the New England States to these three 
states where they will couecntrito in the textile industry h 

T^e GOJfiftmmiisiE intend to iniect the Negro question into evefy 
poEsihle ii^uo. They claim that the unfortunate and Orucal killing of 14 -year -old 
Emmett Till is the finest thing that has happened from their Standpoint- For public 
consumption they claim that the Till case lb an historic event *md the turning 
point in the Negro Struggle for liberation, 

The Communists are also maneuvering "an all out political 

mobilization., 11 which they hope 11 will he an important factor in determining tho 

position of the Negro people in the crucial Presidential election now at hand. 11 

The Communists thus hope to alienate support which the Administration has 

pj7^viou.sly secured from the South and border states, 
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GoJ^mtnisc leaders ba^e sough! to infiltrate the KAACP tg 
effect ft working agreement and a united front., although the national Leader- 
ship of the NAACP remains auti - Gommu ni'st*. 

The Communist Party ordered each, district to Start 
a program of agitation designed ir to put the heat on Federal authorities 11 
and to demand dial the Federal Government by imm^ ditde action suppd**' 1 
the Supremo Court decision on the des egregition issue h 

T-o illustrate the potency of Communist pressure, I need 

Only to cite the sequence ol events in Cliich^.d. In September h 1935, the 

minots-Icidia-^a District C. P. a tax led agitation with a l-ji&ge leaflet on the 

Till case -calling upon President Eifccnhowcr to dismiss the Attorney General- 

This was followed by ml agitation campaign by the Civil. Rights Congress 

calling for pressure on the President and the Senate Subcommittee on 
Constitutional Rights P Mayor Richard J, Daley a£ Chicago on fiept ember Z, 
L^55 a wired the President urging intervention. I hasten to sa^ that Mayor DaL 

is not a Communist, but pres-sures engineered by the Communists were 
brought to hear upon Mm, 

The Communists have long been clamoring for a march on 
WasMngtQix to- bring pressure on both the Executive and Legislative 
Branches of Government- 

The present Communist Party program calls for: 
1, Intervention, in the Till case since they claim that the 

Southern States, particularly Mississippi, are undergoing 
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a reign of terror. 

2. Federal intervention P with Armed Service a if nec e h iary p 
is essential to preserve law and order in Mississippi. 

3. The enactment l>y Congress □£ antilynchlug r £-ntipaLl 
tax and fair em ploy in ant practices legislation. 

4. The Mississippi delegation should not be seated in 
Centre sa and Senator Jn_in as O. Eastland should 
be impeached, 

5. No Federal funds should be gwen to public Schools 
which arc Still segr egated. 

3. A fro -Am eric an Congress of Christian Organization a 

The Afro- American Congress of Christian Organizations, 
an all-I^cgro organisation , was reactivated m Chicago, LLUnOia r last 
October as a protest to the Till ease. It is beaded by Reverend Clarence 
William Harding o£ the Victory Baptist Cbuxch. 1-Iarditkg preaches racial 
hatred and retaliation again Bt white people. 

This organization Bp on sored a maBS rally in Chicago an 
October 9, 1955 „ to raise money to 5 end a delegation to Washington on 
October 22, 1955, to foenfl attention on tke Till case. The GommunisL 
Pa*£y gave Harding $100 on October 7 3 1^5 5 3 to advertise hiB October 9 
meeting Harding asked for names from the Communist Party to 
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contact for contributions on. a trip to New York City., Fliiladelphia, 
Detroit, and other place a. He is reported to- have an. underground 
in tiie South with headquai/t^rs in Mississippi* RnmoTfl in circulation 
are tJmt Negroes aire buying Small firearms and sending them io 

relatives in the South. 

Harding raised $370 at hifi October 9 meeting and 
3 2, members of his gr<mp came to Washington picketed the White House j 
aftd made protests to the Civil Rights Section o£ the Department o£ Justice^ 
Criminal Division, Harding convicted by court martial On 5-10-43 

and sent on cod to serve five years in a Federal reformatory for uttering 
disloyal statements. The Communist Party doc 9 not control the 
organization but dues attempt to influence it h 

4, Muslim C ult of Islg.cn 

The Muslim Cult of Islam is made up ol religious fanatic 
who claim allegiance Only to Allah and whose leader is Elijah Mohammed 
who resides In Chicago h This cult is acttl- Unit yd States and violently 
antiwhite + It is a tightly knit and controlled organisation with An estimated 
lj.000 menibers acid temples in IS cities* Last Dec efnher* we had reports 
that a number of members were sea^t frorti Philadelphia to spread the 
teachings pf the ciln through the South. The prophet MultMimtd recently 
nj^de ft trip South tmd is aware tff a lerttle field awaiting the teachings of 
his cult . 
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A national conference on civil rights under the auspices of the 
NAAGF was originally scheduled to be held in Washington in February but the 
date has now been chwig^d tp March 4 through 19S&* 

From December 3 to ij P 1955 3 a Communis; b Party Gommi-Etfion 
discussed plans for the M^-ch on Washington in connection with an NAACP 
conference. The Party has i&eued instruction^ to mobilize its forces for this 
March on Washington and it can be anticipated that the Party will try to exert 
influence on the NAACP conference. There ia reliable information from the 

highest Level of the Communist Party th^-t Doxay Wilkersonj a Negro Communist 

'7l - 



leader has had a sec vet conference with NAACP leaders in New Yojfc on/fu" jL ' S\ 



GEimpui^n on the Till cnBc. 



The Cotnnumjst PaTty plans to use this conference to embarrass 
the Administration by efru.9ijip; a rift between the Administration and Discic-crats 
who hav^c aupportod it ? by forcing the Administration to t^kc a stand on civil 

rights legislation with the p-re^ent Congress. The Party hoi>eg through a rift 

to affect due 1956 elections. 

The Party under the guise of NAACP delegations ha£ already 
contacted Members of Congress in the Chicago area seeking to get them on 
record On Civil rights legislation, Theru is Bt>me internal disagreement ^mon^ 
NAACP leaders aboui the adv Lb ability of holding the conference. 

A prese release issued by the NAACP states the Washington 

meeting March 4-6 ? 1 L J£6 P will be composed of same SO organizations and 



wiil seek an eight-point legislative program as follows: 

■ 

1. A Federal £\ E.P.C^ 

3r Withhold Federal fluids from segregated projects 

3- ?^5-LiI'r_i^ lynching and either race -in spired acts violations 

of Federal lawa 
4. Abolition of poll tci_x 

5- Establish Civil Rights Ui\nE'xo^ ii\ Dcipa.rtme.Jlt oi Justice 
"i. Create permanent Federal Commiesion on Civil Rights 
7, Eliminate reinainisia 5 e err elation a_rtd other forws of 

D E! B- 

discrimination In interstate c ravel, 

8- Establish majority rule in tha Se:i."it*f and House, 

(Aimed at filibuster, ) 

Froa eg reaction Ac titties 

tldw came to a consideration of the organized activities in 

the South which either could control the irtelng tension? or become the medium. 

through, which tensions mi^ht manifest themselves. 

To Our certain knowledge; 127 GTganUationa have com* into being 
since May 17, 1^5^ aU designed to maintain Segregation. 

Itl no instance have- we been advised that ajiy of the so-called 
Citizens Councils advocate violence- Senator Ea&tland in add re £ sing a rally 
□f the Citizens CoO-util^ of Alabama tit Montgomery on ill urging resistance 

to integration Gaidj "The fight we wage must be a just and legal fight. Acts of 
violence and lawlessness liav* no place in our organization. 11 Thai* purp&jses 
includft education -against the evils of integration, advocacy of State sovereignty 
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and acme hayc bc-cn formed to serve on a ataj'td-by b&ais in the event the NAACP 
or NegTQ Citl^enfc petition for integration. IV here no atop 6 ham be on takon to 
advance integration p the organizations have been relatively gillfttr 

Ln yomc in stances group e are being more aggresaive ajid axe 
advocating economic pre a sure, on member a of tbft NAACFj registered JNeg.rO 
vuLury and persona Cpftnly advocating integration., The most active organization 
in tlds area, is the Asaocxation of Citizens Coum;il6 o£ Mississippi which now hae 
253 chapter a in the State. 

Membership 
— ' 

The Councila v^ry in size from as few as 30 members to as many 
a a kOjOOD In Missiasippi. The 41 organizations for which figure a are available 

reflect a total member smp of 116 3 000. 

The membership of these o rganiz ati on a reflects baaik^r lawyers 3 
doctor s„ state legislators a^d industrialists. In shortj their membership included 
some of the leading ciLi^-uns in the South. Among the high-ranking officials who 
have given oral auppqrt to these organisations are Senators Eastland and Thurmond 
ftnd Governor Marvin Griffin of Georgia, 

The organisations to date have been open in their methods and 

their meetings hive been reported by the press. The newapapeT5 in the South 

carry advertisements an.d letters to the editor, F-Or example, the Jackson p 

Mlse-i&aippi a Clarion Ledger On September 14, 19" 54, quoted a planter as saying, 

■ 

"We won't gin their cotton, we won't allow them credit and WO won't rent them 
bouse* if Negroes try to break down SeyrO^atiOnr " The £ume paper on 




October 24, 1 9 34, in a letter to the editor from Fred Jonc£ ? former State 
Senator stated he w^a g. member of the Association of Citizens Councils of 

Mississippi and pointed out, "Wc can accomplish our purposes Largely wit]i 

economic press-u^e, in dealing with memberR of the Negro race who are not 

coops rating, and with members of the white ielcs who fail to cooperate, wa 

apply soei&l aild political pressure. ,r 

Economic Prc£3urc 


The Councils' progrzi^n in seme areas in applying economic 
pressure already hjis begun, to make itself felt. In Humphreys County a 
Mississippi, a white faTttiet reported that 4 DO Negroes paid poll tas: in 1^54 
and only 94 in 19 3 5- One Negro was told that economic prefj9u.CC would be applied 

if he didnH resign as President of the NAAGF in. Belaoaij MiaaiGBippi H He didnVt 

resign but wc cannot Say if thi& \vs; .'5 the Sole reason for Liis being Shot and 
wo;indnd on November 1955- 

A r^egro dentist was told by the local bank ha w&uld be given no 
more financial a a ai a tan.ee- A Negro gaa station operator who re-fuaed to put up 
a aigii ir For Colored Only 11 was notified by the j^a£ distributor that he would hart 
to uay caeh for oil and in advance, The local barik fixed a short deadline on 

his repayment of a loan. 

A doctor wbo was a mtmbei of the KAACP w-?.s told by patie^Ss 
that their employer y would not p£ty their doctor bills in the future. 
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The Citizens Council in Yazoo City a Mississippi, ran a paid 



advertisement itl AutfiU3t a 1955, setting forth tjie name a of 53 Negroes who 
petitioned for integiated schools. As a result, many l&st thair jobs, those 
■who we*e a elf -employed received no workj and grocery 3 tore 4 * eluded to Bell 
the petition era merchandiser As uOn^equfiDCCj Several of the petition signers 
left Yiir-rOO City -and went North. 



Two Negroes were asked if they had paid their poll tax when they 
took their COttOn to be ginned , They hiLd bind were told to come back when they 
_-ot Straightened out. They had their names removed trOui the voting rolls 
3 sola p Mississippi, aod their cotton was ginned without question. 

When the Fal staff Brewery Company, i^w Orleans, Lrouialan^ 
contributed to the KAACP? merchants in Canton, Mississippi, discontinued their 
purchases, Subsequently, the Falstaff Brewery Company r.vnt a letter t& the 




N A AC P saying it was contrary to Company policy to Tnakc contributions to 
organizations finch as the NAACP and that the donation previously made wifl 
made on bohalf of an employee. They then Started Selling be or again In Canton 

Fe-rtera-tdon foar Constitutional GoverjtmerLt 

— — 

In January p l955j representatives of 11 Southern s^tes met at 
Jackson, Mississippi, for the purpose of creating a CQOrdi.ttrLti.rt* organization 
known as the Federation of C onstitutionai Government. In the lEist week of 
Decemberj 1955 3 delegates from 12 skitos met at MempMSj Tenner See r to 
perfect the organization. Amorxjj; the 1 00 per Sons selected for the advisory 
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board were Scuator Eastland of Mississippi, Senator Strom Thurmond &f South 
Carolina, Governor Marvin Griffin of Georgia, * members of the House o£ 
Representatives, and 4 former Southern Governors. The organization has: as 
itg purpose "La fight racial integration" and "other efforts to destroy the 
Constitution" by coordinating the efforts in the various pTO-£cgru|jation organ! 
zationa, At the Decomhar meeting a resolution was adopted endorskn the 
Virginia proposal of "int ex position 11 to nullify and void the Supreme CouTt 
anfcii* eg r egation dec ision 3 , ^^'" A ^V 

Ku Kliix Ulan 




The Ku Klux Klan was pretty much defunct after successful 
prosecutions o£ cases investigated by the FBI in Georgia, North and South 
Carolina and Florida in the early 50 Since May p 19 54, an effort ha? been made 
tO reactivate it and it ha-E promoted public demon? t rations for the primary 
purpose o£ aeeiting publicity and mcrfltsmg its member ship. At a meeting on 
February 13 p 19S6j iuRoSwell, Georgia, Imperial Wizard E. L + Edwards charge 
that ii the Federal Judge ordered LhaL Miss L,ucy be admitted to the University o£ 
Alabama and there were riot£ 5 he, the Judpc, would be guilty of murder. 

Kvidenct; of Growing Teria^n 

There lias been Or; increasing number of inflammatory fiLat fi- 
n-tent a which reflects growing public opinion in the South wish no ftffort being 
made to conceal the position of Southern leaders. 

The Jackson, Mississippi, Clarion .Ledger o£ September 10, L954 p 
in a story quoted unidentified legi Gators as Stating i If Negroes know about the 



CiLi^ena. Councils they will not try to enter white schools. They (the Councils) 
will prevent bloodshed. , . r "A few killing" w&uld bu LhG best thing far the State 
juftt before the people vote on a proposed amendment empower Sng the legislature 
to aljgli^h pufc-li c school 5, The men bajiding together in Citizens Councils |r ws_nt 
to persuade first but are determined to use .EftYce if necee eairy , 11 Att&rnOy 
Ceneral Eugene Cook a in add re 9 ^iau, & tally of Citizens Council s in Montgomery, 
Alabamij an February 10 ? 1 said, ^The time has now come tO- r .use defiance. 




nullification and refuse to obey, IE He alflO a aid, "We will nut permit racial suicide 
in Georgia at any price- - . , ]t and then observed that the goal Qf tft^FFJ^ft^P is to 
remove all racial barriers including racial intermarriage. 

Robert Patterson, Executive Secretary qf the Associated Citizens 
C ounc ils of Mi s si s s ippi p or. O c tobe r Z 5 h 1 9 &5 * s aE d , ! 0t gxxni z ed a ggr □ 9- eion must 
be met with organized tc si stance . We must unite and let the politicians know how 
we l^elr 11 Congressman L. Mendel Rivers of South Carolina- in November, 1955, 
stated that the Supreme Court decision would brin^ mOn^telii^tion of the Caucasian 
race (the mixture Ot the raceo) and predicted bloodshed will come if the pie sent 
trend is not stopped. 

On December 30 r 1955 a Governor Hugh White of Mississippi in 
commenting upon a statement of Assistant Attorney General Warren Olney that 
the Department of Justice ^ivin^ attention to the activities of Citizens 

Councils stated that the Councils have nothing t<> hi-tJe frum the Department of 
Justice, whom he called "a b^nch of meddlesome jackasses. 11 
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ElLi9 Wright a President of the Citizens Council in Jackson, 
Mississippi, Stated, "We nflw tell the NAACP people they have stavted gon-iething 
tLiuy will Hvvef finishx 11 

Pro fire aft in Cijvjll^gMB 

Despite thfl tension which now exists, progress in civil rights, 
has keen made. AcCe of violence have declined- In 1939, the FBI, at tb* direction 
of the Uepartf¥?e3i£ o£ JuBtLce p started inve 9 tl gating civil rights violations involving 
acta of violence. IjI the past 17 years, a total of 39 lyn things have occurred], as 
tontsa&tetf with 317 lynching* in the preceding 17 -year period. No lynchings have 
been reported in the past 4 years. 

Gradual change hp_3 been taking piace. In 1953, well before the 
Supreme Court decision requiring ultimate desegregation oi the entire public 
school system* flta&e-OWped universities in 12 of 17 Southern and border states 
bad Opened thsir classrooms to No^rO Students * This was accomplished with 
little Stir, 

To <Ute N 3£> state -financed colleges previously all white in 1Z 
Southern and border states have accepted Negro students. Ten Southern medical 
schools and 3-0 Southern nursing schools have admitted Negroes. This gradual 
trund has been free ol violence. 

More than 500 l^JegracS have enrolled til formerly all white state - 
^■uppoTEed colleges and liniver sULes from Texas to Virginia,, with the: marked 
exception of Mississippi;, Alabama, Georgia and South Carolina- Even in 
Louisiana there axe more Negroes enrolled iiX white colleges and universits.ee 




than any Other state in the South- More than 3 50 there are taking graduate 
and un^er graduate courses, Texas has more than 100 enrolled, Negroes arc 
well represented in Kentucky, Arkansas North Carolina and Virginia colleges. 

and universities h 

In the fiscal year 1955, we handled l h 275 cases involving alleged 

violations of civil rights a£ contracted with l a 45£ auch caeca in the 

fiscal year 1954. In the past six month we have averaged 100 complaints 

jimanLh involving alleged violation a of civil right** The FBI is directed 

to make preliminary inquiries upon receipt o£ information involving all eg a 

lions Of Civil right a violations. However, full field investigations are 

made only upon direction of tile Department 'is Criminal Division, 

In the 4 cases which are moat frequently mentioned, the FBI has 
investigated the shouting a of Reverend G^-o^go W. L.ee at BelzOM, Mississippi 
and the shfOt^g oi Gus Courts. The EmrnetL TL11 and the taniir Smith ca&es 
wore not investigated hy the FBI since thy re was no Federal jurisdiction. 

One of the most encouraging development^ in civil rig lit i matter a 
h^s been the changed attitude of Southern law enforcement olfieefs toward 
civil rights. For example,, whenever & charge of civil rights violations is 
raised against the Dallas Texa-S, Police Department, the Chief of PoUco 
personally reports the Incident to the FBI with a request that we investi- 
gate . 

Iti 1954 we conductctl 6 specialized training schools on civil 

rights for local law enforcement ^RcnCies in the $outh P 5 in 1955 and bo 

far thi& yeiT 1Z& such schools have either been held or Eire scheduled tft be 

held in the near future- In Monroe P Louisiana^ £ot example* on 
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De-cumber 13 p 195 5 h we had to run the school in two BessiotlS, The night force 
went to classes in the morning and the day force went to classes in the evening. 

Qbstructie^ to tave9tij?fUion of Civil Rights Matters 
Invariably, when atrocious acts r?f violence break out we run 
into an it on curtain of Silence. The difficulties ^hich our Agents face at times 
are almost inde scrihable + The Negates arc afraid to talk and in case after cage 

have had to -wait until nightfall to jjo see them If We hoped to secure ajxyp 
iniormatlQn > N^ VJ 

In other instances, are greeted by open antagonism on the part 
of some local authorities, 

In the States of South Carolina, Georgia and Florida, we are not 
permitted to interview prisoner a complaEnJrtg of violations of their civil rights 
in state institutions without & Lson official being present and in South Carolina 
Wfl have to secure* Eh^ written permission ot the Governor. Circuit Judge George 
Wallace^ at Union Springs, Alabama, On February &j 19 5&, In a charge to a 
Cra^fl Jury a asserted that if lhy FBI invaded the State fl-overcignity investigating 
Lbs selection of jurors in his comity s_g we did in Cobb Co*Ulty 3 Georgia,, he, the 
Judge, would order the arrest of every member of che FBI or any Qtfre? Federal 
agency involved in such investigation on contempt of court charges. This Judge's 
jurisdiction covers Bn,rbonr P Bull q ok and Dale Counties » 

Conclusion 

The question of civil rights is interrelated with racial prejudices j 
changed with highly emotional surges. The law-abiding people of the South neither 
ippTove nor condone acts of brutality and the lawless ts_klng of human live a. On 
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tKe oilier ]iand ± historic traditions and customa are a part of a heritage with 
which they Vrill no I part withaut a Struggle. Militant resources of both those 

who Btaud for and against segregation have been mobilised and impulsive 

precipitated action could unleash acts of violence r The mounting tension c^jfS 
be met only with under standing and a realization of the motivating ffirctfl. 
Delicate situations are aggravated by sume over zealous but ill-advised leader s 
df tht NjVACP and by the Communist Party p wMch seeks- to use Incidents to 
iuFthar the so-called class struggle* 

Calm, jTidiciokiK judgment j public edizcaiion and xe-Til understanding 
arc needed to avert explosive incidents. The area of danger lies in friction 
h& twfl en extremists an both sides ready -with violence* 
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HEPCRT BY TIE ATTORNEY GENERAL ON THE 
ADMIN IST RATION' S EFFORTS IN THE FIELD 
OF MCMX SEGHSGATION AND DI SCR IML KAT1 ON 



This report sujnmarizes various significant steps "taken "by the 
Administration to eliminate racial 1 segregation and discrimination, in 
their different forms and aspects.. 

■ 

Education 
i — i 

■ 

■ 

(1) In the field of public school education^ segregation of 
pupils on the basis of race or color has been declared to violate the 
Constitution- This was done by the Supreme Court in its decisions of' 
Nay 19$h+ Bro w n v* Board of Education of Topeka , 3U7 IT* S. and 
Bo il ing v. Sfe£pe, 3 hi UT S * l&Tw The remaining question before the 
CourTTTs how the decisions are to -.be implemented* This involves two 
issues as to "riiich the Court has '. requested further briefs and will hear 
further argument from the parties and the Attorney General* First,, the 
Court has asked whether it must orfder an immediate end to segregation 
or whether it can permit a gradual adjustment; second , it has asked 
whether if it has the power to permit a gradual adjustment, how such 
adjustment should he worked out* Our brief has alreacty been filed 
Our position is in essence, first, that the Court has the power to permit 
a gradual adjustment and, second, that there should "be no unnecessary 
delay in ending segregation* If ore specifically, we say that the school 
authorities should be required to submit within ?0 days plans for ending 
segregation as soon as possible and that, if they do not submit such 
plans,, they should be ordered to end segregation forthwith; that the 
lower courts should pass upon the plans which may be submitted and 
supervise their execution, with the Supreme Court retaining jurisdiction 
to step in if necessary* 

Oral argument of the ease, in which the Government will 
participate, awaits confirmation of Justice Harlan in place of the 
Justice Jacks cn# 

(a) In the District of Columbia the Board of Education has 
already put into effect a plan for desegregation. In that connection 
the District Government obtained the dismissal of a citizens 1 federation 
suit intended to maintain segregation pending final action by the 
Supreme Court. 

(3) The Department of Defense ha s taken steps to eliminate 
racial segregation of children in schools for the children of personnel 
stationed at military installations. The Department determined that 
all schools operated ty the military would begin operation on an 
integrated basis with the beginning of the 1953 fall term, and this 
policy was carried out on schedule. With respect to the question of 
schools located on military installations but operated on a segregated 
basis by local educational agencies, the Secretary of Defense on 
January 12, l?$k 9 .directed "that the operation of all school facilities 
located on military installations shall be conducted without segregation 
on the basis of race or color", and that this policy should be placed 
in effect as soon as practicable but under no circumstances later than 
September 1, 1955- See Integration in the A rm ed Services , January 1, 
1?55, a Progress Report prepared by the Office of The Civilian 
Assistant, OASD-M £c F, pp. 2-3*. 

(h) The Office of Education , Department of Health, Educa- 
tion end Wei fare j has undertaken by reeducation to lessen public 
opposition to desegregation In areas where such opposition may exist. 
It has done this through preparation of a guide for leaders of public 
anri -private community groups concerning knowledge, principles. 
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techniques, and practices in the field of intergroup relations- 
Leaders 1 Guide to Use and Study of Hate rials on Intergroup Educatio n, 
oTepaFed by~Joseoh H. Eouglass and Ambrose Caliver, of the Office of 
Education (published "by the National Education Association, 195 h)* 

Transportation 

(1) The Attorney General has urged the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to outlaw racial segregation of railroad^ passengers travel- 
ing on interstate journeys. This action was taken in the case of 
National Association for The Advancement of Colored People v- St* Louis- 
San Francisco Raj lway Company TlTC.C.. Locket No. 31^3 J , involving 12 
rairc^riers linking the South to the rest of the country. In November 
\9% an exardner of the Commission issued a report proposing that the 
Commission should prohibit this practice. The railroads have recently 
filed exceptions to the reoort which exceptions will he considered by 
the Commission as provided by its rules. The Attorney General will ask 
the Commission to adopt its examiner's report. 

(2) The Department of Justice, with the approval of the Bureau 
of the Budget, suunorted legislation in the 63d Congress (H. R. ?30U, 

S. Ii65, 2672, and like bills) (■which failed to be enacted) to abolish 
«Ji3H Crow" practices in all forms of interstate transportation, stating 
that "Passage of this kind of legislation would remove all doubts and 
brine to a conclusion the long process of making the facilities of 
interstate travel available to all without distinction because of race 
or color." Letter of Deputy Attorney General Rogers dated August k, 
1951:, to Senator Bricker, Chairman, Senate Comnittee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce.. 

The Armed Forces 

The Department of Defense has vigorously continued to implement 
the policy of equality of opportunity and treatment for its Negro per- . 
sonnel The matter of schools has already been mentioned. Other steps 
taken include the following (See Integration in the Armed Services, 
Progress Report , sipra, passim ): 

(1) On March 1 , 195 h, the Navy Department abolished the 
practice of separate recruitment of Negroes to serve as _ stewards. As ■ 
a result Negro recruits are now assured of the opportunity, as all 
others, to choose their branch of service on the basis of testing and 
training, 

(2) The Department of the Army i n regulations issued April 
23 195 h* directed the tuaission of racial designations in orders for 
the reassignment of members between Army Reserve Units. This directive 
facilitates the participation of Negro personnel in Army Reserve 
Activities on the same basis as that now obtaining for personnel on 
active duty. 

(3) On August 20, 1953, the Secretary of the Navy directed 
the complete eliMnation of all barriers to the use of previously 
segregated facilities on Government-owned Shore Stations of the Navy. 
Concurrently, similar action was taken by the Army and Air Force. . 

(h) In a directive issued June 11, 195*4, the Secretary of 
Defense provided for a program to familiarize contracting officers, 
administrators, and other oer sonnel dealing with procurement with "the 
spirit, ijitent, aud requirements of the President's policy" of non- 
discrimination with respect to Government contracts. 

(5) For the Armed Forces, June 30, 19$h was earlier agreed 
uoon as the tiwe liiid-t for the termination of reteainiog all-tfegro units 
in the services. The program has proceeded ahead of schedule and there 
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are no longer any all- Negro units in the Services* The number of Negro 
officers and enlisted men in attendance at Service schools has more 
than doubled* 

Hospitals 

(1) Segregation has been ended in all Veterans Administration 
Hospitals* The program to end such segregation began shortly after 

Mr, Harvey V* Higley became Administrator of Veteran Affairs in September 
19^3* ■ A survey ordered by Mr, Higley showed that of VA's 166 installa- 
tions there yas some degree of segregation in hi installations located 
in 23 states. Mr* Higley instructed the managers of these installations 
to end segregation as soon as possible. Today no segregation of any type 
is permitted in VA installations* The designation of color has been 
eliminated from all future VA hospitals and outpatient application forms 
as a result of an order approved February li, 19$ h* See Veterans 
Administration Press Release dated October 27, I9$k* 

(2) The Department of Health, Education , aid Velfare reports 
that with respect to Public Health Service Hospitals in the South > its 
policy is that all services and facilities shall be available to all 
patients and employees vithout distinction as to race or color* The 
Department further advises that its desegregated program has been al- 
most completely achieved and that what little remains to be done will 
have been completed not later than July 1, 1?£5. 

Enplcyrgnt practices 

(1) The problem of racially discriminatory practices in 
industry has been tackled by the Administration through the President* s 
Committee on Government Contracts established pursuant to Executive 
Order 10U19 of August 13, 1?53- ■ This Committee was set up to strengthen 
and enforce compliance with non- discrimination provisions required, by 
executive order, to be included in all Government contracts and sub- 
contracts • By Executive Order 10^7 of September 3* 19!? pursuant 

to recommendation of the Committee on Government Contracts, the non- 
discrimination provision was revised "as a means of . better e ^plaining , 
the present nondiscrimination provision of Government contracts 11 * The 
Committee , under the chairmanship of the Vice President, is engaged in 
an active program of implementation. It receives and considers com- 
plaints of discrimination* advises contracting agencies on appropriate 
enforcement measures, and cooperates with state, municipal, private, and 
voluntary agencies to effect non-discrimination, See pamphlet of the 
Committee j "Equal job opportunity is good business 1 * (19$h)*. 

(2) Directed to the problem in the Government itself*, the 
President, by Executive Order !0£?0 of January lG, 1955 * established the 
President's Committee on Government Employment Policy.. The function of 
this committee is to ensure adherence by all departments and agencies 

of the executive branch to the policy of non- discrimination in Govern- 
ment employment on account of race, color, religion, or national origin- 
Thus, the Conmittee is authorized to review cases and render advisory 
opinions thereon, and to make necessary inquiries and investigations, 
The executive order also imposes upon the head of each department and 
agency the express responsibility for effectuation of the policy of 
no n- discrimination, including the promulgation of a hearing procedure 
for complaints and the designation of Employment Policy Officers, A 
vigorous implementation of Executive Order 10590 will do much to 
accomplish "the utilisation of the individual ffegro employee at his 
maximum potential". Cf* integration in the Armed Forces , supra , pp. 9 -10 
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Faciliti es operate d by or under the jurisdiction of 
the Department of the Interior 



The Department of the Interior in connection with the use of 
public recreational facilities, the administration of Indian affairs, and 
the peoples of the territorial and island possessions, most of whom are 
not of the -white race* does not sanction or permit racial segregation* 
The Department's regulations expressly prohibit such segregation* In 
addition j concessionaires operating facilities in areas under the depart- 
ment T s jurisdiction are required^ by contract 3 to refrain from practicing 
or permitting racial segregation* Among such facilities are swijming 
pool s f tourist lodgings j golf courses, eating facilities, and hotel Sp 
The Department has advised that its experience has shown that non- 
segregated operation of its facilities is not only practicable but has 
reduced racial tensions. 

Airpor t faci li ties 

The question of racial segregation in connection with airport 
facilities is one in which the Department of Commerce is interested. 
That interest arises in connection mth airport facilities in areas of 
the South acquired by the United States and granted to states and 
municipalities under contracts providing that the grantees shall not 
imoose unjust discriminations in the operation thereof ■ As a con- 
sequence of the Supreme Court decision in the school segregation cases 
the Commerce Department, in conjunction with the Attorney General, is 
undertaking to colore the possibility of whether the non- discrimination 
clause of the contracts can be utilised as a means for eliminating 
racial segregation at the airport facilities involved. 

The District of Columbia 



The situation in the District of Columbia may be summarised as 
follows: (1) Schools, soe above 5 (2) as a result of the decision in the 
Thomp son case ( Dist r ict of Columbia v. John R. Thompson Co *, Inc»,j 3^6 
U. S + 100 { 19537)7^^ gr e Ration has been ended in restaurants, lunch 
rooms j and all other public eating-houses; (3) a non- discrimination 
clause is required in all District of Columbia contracts; (L\) the Board 
of Recreation has abolished segregation throughout its facilities; (B) 
racial discrimination is prohibited in employment br the District Govern- 
ment and In the use of its facilities and services) extended to the 
fire- fighting division of the D. C* Fire Department , August 19, 19$ W 
and (6) on December 7, 195 h r steps were initiated to secure a judicial 
determination as to the enforceability of the provisions of the Act of 
the Legislative Assembly of l£-72 and the ordinances promulgated fop the 
Corporation of Washington in 186? and 1B70, other than those provisions 
applicable to restaurants. These additional provisions prohibit racial 
discrimination by proprietors of hotel Sj barber shops , bathing houses, 
and places of amusement* In this connection, it should be noted that 
segregation has been voluntarily abandoned by operators of motion 
p letups theatres and, more recently , by major hotels* 

Housing 

In the area of housing it will be noted that the Housing and 
Home Finance Agency has reorganised and ei*panded its Racial Relations 
Service, There has been established a Coordination Committee on 
Racial Activities consisting of the top Racial Relations Officer s of 
the HTIFA and there has been created a racial relations post in each 
of the six regional offices of the KH7A(HHFA Press Release, January 
10 j 1955)* The Administrator of the Agency has also taken steps to 
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resolve the tensions and conflict incident to the racially- in tegr a t&& 
operation of the Trumbull park housing project in Chicago. After the 
admission of a fev Negro families neighborhood violence broke out 
requiring police protection for the residents. The Administrator 
announced that he had asked for a conference with interested public and 
private leaders in an effort to bring an end to the abnormal conditions 
prevailing at the project (See Hampton Institute address of Albert M» 
Cols, HHPA Administrator, October 29 , 195 k)« It musk be stated^ how- 
ever, that the conference has not yet been held because of differences 
of opinion as to its proper scope, 
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Executive Office Building 
Washington f D. C, 

My dear Mr, Jackson: 

\ 

There is enclosed, as of possible interest, Copy No + 7 
of the monograph entitled M The Communist Party and the Negro. IT 

This monograph is a study of the relationship between the 
Communist Party, USA, and the Negro people in the United States. 
It is a supplement to a previous monograph "The Communist Party 
and the Negro, " which covered the period 1919-1952, The present 
volume embraces the 1953-1956 period and depicts the efforts of the 
Communist Party , USA, to attract Negroes in the United States to 
its program, 

Your attention is invited to the Summary and Conclusions 
which appear at the beginning of the monograph* 
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PREFACE 

This monograph is a study of the relations between the Communist 
Party, USA, and the Negro people in the United States and is a supplement 
to a previous monograph The Communist P arty and the Neg^ wW ch covered 
the period 1919-1952. The present volume embraces the 1953. 1956 period. 
It has been compiled from public -source, confidential, and secret material. 



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 



A, Summary 

The^ Communifit Par jy^JUSA^ despite its concentrated efforts, has 
failed to attract even a significant minority d the Negroes in the United States 



to its program. While it attempts to practice its policy of agitation and 



u-.< ii ■ i-*iTi?,' v , 



propaganda among the Negroes on a nationwide basis* the majority of its 
attention is devoted to those Negroes living in the Southern States* This has 
been particularly evident during the past year in that the Party has concentrated 
upon organizing the unorganized workers in the South, especially those of the 
Negro race. 

It strives to promote its aims through Negro communist front 
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organizations and by MOtrating^and controUing.iegitimale Negro groups. 



One of its chief difficulties has been, and continues to be, the problem of 
white chauvinism r L e*, supremacy of the white race. At the present time, 
it can be stated that along Tjd tt^thej eclin^ jn the national membership of 

L 

the Communist Party > USA, the Party has experienced an increasingly 
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greater decline, percentage wise, In its Negro membership, 



B* Conclusions 

1 * Tk§J£^J^ Parjfrj US jto^lation 

to the Negro in the United States from 1928 to 1956 was defined 

,_ M IM-l--—. -- I" . . ,_ 

in its two slogans: 1 T equal rights " and 1 T self -determin ation" for 
the Negroes in the "Black Bolt, 77 which is that portion of the 
Southern United States containing a large concentration of the 
Negro population* Communists asserted that the Negroes living 
in this area constituted a separate nation and should be given 
their rights accordingly* In early 1956 ? the Party modified its 
advocacy of T1 self -deter ruination," but its general propaganda on 
"equal rights" and other issues remains essentially the same, 

2* The activities of the Communist Party, USA, are motivated 
not by the desire to improve the status of the Negro in our 
society, but to exploit legitimate Negro grievances for the 

furtherance of communist alms. 

■i 

3 . Communists in the United States believe that the movement for 
Negro f reedom in this country merges with the struggle of 
colonial peoples, particularly the darker races, to free them- 
selves from their "oppressors." The Communist Party, USA^ 
links this struggle with the fight for peaceful coexistence 
throughout the world* 

4, The^Com^iij^ on 

??^^iL-!l5- 3^VP!9J^M^^S^,9^P. Employed in baalc industries 
ft now regards the job of organizing the unorganized worker s, 
especially in the South, as one of its fundamental ta^fes. 

5* The Party plans to advance its Negro program in the South 
through its colonization program which was initiated in order 
to place militant and devoted Party members as workers lit 
basic or vital industries,, Under this program, communists 



selected for such assignments move to new areas, assume 
altered backgrounds and Identities, obtain employment :is 
industry, and gradually begin to organize people believed to 
be "progressive. tr 

The Supreme Court decision of May 17, 1954, outlawing 
segregation In the public schools in the United States, is 
regarded by the Communist Party as a decisive victory for 
the Negro rac^and the Party has attempted to implement and 
exploit the enforcement of desegregation in every possible 
way. The case most widely publicized by the communist press 
in this respect was that of Autherine J* Lucy, a Negro who 
was the first of her race to enroll in a hitherto all-white 
university. 

The Communist Party has also exploited the alleged murder 
of a Negro youth in Mississippi losing this case as an 
opportunity to further its agitation and propaganda campaign 
among the Negroes. 

^e^f^the^a^polMs in the Communist Party 1 s program^ 
ij^ts^str uggle for equal, rigSs Jbr Jffe^o^ 
ingEease JNegr o xepr essnjation in the executive*, legislative, 
and judicial branches a! state and national governments. 
Although the Party is conducting this struggle on a nationwide 
basis, its main emphasis is in the Southern States where 
Negro representation is disproportionate according to 
population. 

The Communist Party ? USA, strongly opposes segregation in 
housing, pointing out that this is one of the issues around 
which Negro- white unity can be built. 

The two principal Communist Party-Negro front groups until 
recently were the National Negro Labor Council and the 
National Association of Negro Trade Unionists □ At the end 
of April, 1956, the former was dissolved due to financial 
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difficulties and to its desire to circumvent registering with 
the Attorney General of the United States as a communist 
front organization » The latter is a comparatively new group 
whose purpose is to organize the unorganised workers, 
concentrating strongly on the Negroes. 

11. Communists in the United States have attempted to infiltrate 
and gain control of legitimate Negro-fraternal^ protest- and- 
improvement organizations. To dale, their efforts have heen 
unsuccessful on el state or national level, although there have 
heen some instances where the Communist Party has gained 
control of isolated chapters • 

12. The Communist Party, USA, has been compelled throughout 
its history to wage a continuing fight against white chauvinism, 
U e tf the supremacy of the white race* Despite this struggle, 
white chauvinism has increased within the Party in recent 

years and is presently of grave concern to Party leaders. 

■i 

13 * JjjegCGLJiiej^ Par ty, UBA» a&j rfL 

June y 1956j_w as eg^mated to he seveiiper cent, of the _totaI 
np£i^^ Parj^/^The toM national member- 

ship was estimated at slightly less than 20^ 000. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

A previous monograph The Communist Party and the Negro , dated 
February, 1953, covered the period 1919-1952. As indicated therein, the 
Communist Party, USA, has devoted an extraordinary amount of its time, 
funds, propaganda, and personnel to recruiting members from among the 
fifteen, million Negroes who comprise approximately ten per cent of our 
total population. The failure of its efforts in this respect is best attested to 
by the fact that as of June, 1956, active, dues-paying Negroes constituted 
seven per cent of the total Party membership. 

Its basic program in this field until recently has been set forth in 
its two slogans- "equal rights" and "self-determination" for the Negroes in 
the "Black Belt. " The term "Black Beit" as used by communists refers to 
that portion of the Southern United States containing a large concentration 
of the Negro population- At varying intervals* depending on the extent of 
the Negro population, communists describe it as including parts of southern 
Virginia, North and South Carolinaj Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, Arkansas, Tennessee, and Texas, Marxists have maintained 
that the "Black Belt" contains all the necessary characteristics for becoming 
a separate nation and accordingly advanced the theory of "self-determination, " 

SECRET* 



io e. , the formation of an independent national state for the Negroes in that 
area. Marxists, however, qualified this theory by stating that whenever 

i 

the right of T 'self- determination" conflicted with the interests of the "working 
class" (e. g n ^ the Communist Party, USA), it must be subordinated, This 
was evidenced during World War n when the Communist Party, VSA $ 
de~ emphasized 11 self™ determination 11 in order to promote national unity 
leading to greater aid to Soviet Russia* 

Although the condition of the Negro in American society has 
improved during the last thirty years ? the Communist Party^ due to its 
subservience to and domination by the Soviet Union, has never recognized 
this fact and has continued to agitato among the Negroes on the same old 
themes* It has , therefore, stressed its demands for "equal rights" and 
"self-determination" with varying degrees of emphasis^ governed not by 
any change in the status of the Negro in this country, but by the exigencies 
of the Soviet Union in international affairs. 

In early 1956, however, the Communist Party, USA, reappraised 
its position on " self- determination" and decided to modify the advocacy of 
self- determination" for the Negroes in the "Black Belt, " While the Party 



has altered its policy in this reepeet ? its stand on "equal rights" for the 
Negro race in the United States remains unchanged. 

Numerous reasons can foe adduced to explain the failure of the 
Communist Party, USA> in spite of its almost overwhelming efforts, to 
attract even a significant minority of the American Negro population to its 
program. Probably the most obvious is the realization by the Negro (as 
well as the vast majority of Americans} that the constant shifts in the 

■r 

Communist Party "line" are determined by the needs of the Soviet Union 
and not by any factor intrinsic to the American way of life or by the Party's 
interest in Negro welfare. Other reasons, more specifically applicable to 

th& Nogro t include the Communiet Party's previous espousal of the theory 

of "self-determination" (which is too similar to segregation for Negroes) f 
in spite of the Negro's deep-rooted desire for total equality within the 
American society; its severe criticism of influential Negro clergymen, 
particularly during the late 1920' s and early 1930 T s; its inability to justify 
Russia's aid to Italy when the latter invaded Ethiopia; its subversion of the 
National Negro Congress, which originally showed promise of becoming an 
important Negro improvement organization; its activities during World War II, 
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when it admittedly "soft-pedaled" its fight for Negro rights; and the opposition 

of influential noncommunist Negroes and Negro organizations. 

The fact that the activities of the Communist Party* USA* are 

motivated not by the desire to improve the status of the Negro in our society , 

but to exploit legitimate Negro grievances for the furtherance of communist 

aims is clearly evidenced by instructions issued by the Party to its members 

as early as 1925 and repeatedly applied since then: 

"The aim of our Party in our work among the Negro masses 
is to create a powerful proletarian movement which will fight and 
lead the struggle of the Negro race against exploitation and 
oppression in every form and which will be a militant part of the 
revolutionary movement of the whole American working class > to 
strengthen the American revolutionary movement by bringing into 
it the llj 5O0 3 000 Negro workers and farmers in the United States 
to broaden the struggles of the American Negro workers and 
farmers , connect them with the struggles of the national minorities 
and colonial peoples of all the world and thereby further the cause 
of the world revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariate ri 1 
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IL COMMUNIST PARTY, USA, ON VARIOUS ASPECTS 

OF THE NEGRO QUESTION TODAY 



A, Inter natlona^ Agpe ct 



The Communist Party , USA, hailed the conference of Asian and 



African peoples at Bandung, Indonesia, in April, 1955, as marking "the 
march forward of the once-subjected people of Asia and Africa, " and as 
11 one of the dicisive world f orces that led to the constructive conference of 
the Big Four recently in Geneva. " American communists believe that the 
movement for Negro freedom in the United States merges with the "struggle 
of the colonial and darker peoples of the Far East—as well as of Africa == 
against the common enemy —Wall Street imperialism." Louis E. Burnham, 
who has been reported to be a member of the Communist Party, * stated In 
December, 1955, thats 



"This new world, so dramatically united at the historic 
Bandung conference, represents an irresistible force in world 
affairs. The movement for Negro freedom will win, not in 
isolation from, but only in conscious and principled alliance 
with all forces throughout the world who are its natural allies. 

One high-ranking communist leader, in speaking of the Negro 



*AU information in this monograph identifying persons or organizations 
with the communist movement has been furnished by informants or sources 
which have supplied reliable information in the past. 



people in the Southern United States, asserted: 
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1T 7 They are contributing to the lore of oppressed people 
all over the world in their struggle for liberation from the 
system of racism , terror^ lynching, and assassination in the 
deep South. Undoubtedly, they are inspired by the great con- 
ference of colored peoples which took place in Bandung last 
summer E f "3 

Claude Iightfoot, Negro communist leader In Illinois who was 
convicted under the Smith Act of 1940, * commented that: 

" f In recent years, the upsurge of the colonial people and 
the Chinese Revolution have had their effect in heightening the 
militancy and the consciousness among my people, t . s and 
strengthened their unwillingness to accept the theory of 
"gradualism" in the winning of civil rights. T " 4 

i 

B, The Negro in the Fight for Peaceful Coexistence 

The Communist Party, USA, for the past several years has 

stressed the struggle for peace as one of the most important tasks for the 

communists in this country as well as throughout the world- Subsequent to 

the July, 1955, conference for foreign ministers of the United States, 

France, Great Britain, and the U.S.S.R, held in Switzerland, the Party 

re-emphasized the possibility of peaceful coexistence between the United 

States and the Soviet Union. The conference itself, in the Party's analysis, 

♦Title 18, U,S„ Code, Section 23 85 {1948 Edition), popularly known as the 
Smith Act, makes it unlawful for anyone to knowingly teach and advocate the 
duty and necessity of overthrowing and destroying the Government of the 
United States by force and violence. The Act was passed by Congress in 1940. 




was a "turning point" and represented the "beginning of the end of the 
cold war." 



In connection with the role of the Negro in this fight for peace, 



the Communist Party recognizes that the "Negro people exerts considerable 
strength in the fight for peace, especially in the context of its most direct 
and immediate concern— the fight for civil rights." The Party feels that: 



"There can be no successful effort to involve great masses 
of the Negro people in the fight for peace which does not take 
this struggle as its starting point. . . " 5 



"The second specific aspect of Negro peoples participation 
in the fight for peace is the special importance of the struggle 
against colonialism. . . .vast possibilities exist to enlist the mass 
of Negro people in the mounting struggle to reverse the Dulles 
policy of military alliance in the Middle East and South Asia and 
substitute for it a policy of national freedom and peaceful 
coexistence and a vast plan of economic assistance, without 
strings, to the underdeveloped countries of Asia and Africa." 



During the period 1928-30, the Communist Party, USA, define 



the Negro question in the United States as "that of an oppressed nation" in 

the "Black Belt" —struggling for' self- determination," and an oppressed national 

minority in other parts of the country --fighting for full democratic rights. 



The Party further believes that: 



Negro "Self -Determination 




By "self-determination, 11 the Party maintained that the Negroes as a separate 
race in the Southern States constituted a majority of the population and had 
the right, if they so desired, to secede from the United States and form 
their own government and nation. 

This conception was adhered to and developed by the Party 
throughout the years so that by 1954 communists asserted that: 

"This conception of the Negro question as a national question 
Is the most fundamental theoretical* contribution our Party has 
made to the fight for Negro freedom. f ft is this insight, for 
example, which underlies the struggle for all- class unity of the 
Negro people, * and for alliance of the whole Negro people and~ 
the working class* in common struggle against imperialist 
oppression. . . . " 

In early 1956, however, the Communist Party, USA, reappraised 
its position on "self-determination" and decided to modify its advocacy of 
"self-determination" for the Negroes in the "Black Belt TT However, it will 
still consider the Negroes as constituting a national as well as a racial 
minority. One high- ranking Negro communist leader has taken the position 
that the Negro people in the United States do not constitute a nation but 
instead are a nationality. 

Eugene Dennis, general secretary of the Communist Party, USA, 
in commenting upon this decision stated: 
*Under lined portion italicized in original text. 




",,.111 my opinion we should frankly acknowledge that while 
the Negro question in the Deep South remains a national and an 
agrarian question, for some time developments in the South have 
not*moved in the direction of the establishment of a Negro nation. 



"The basic demands of the Negro people in the South, which 
they themselves put forward and are struggling for, are for the 
right to vote and representative government, for full equality in 
employments education and in all other spheres of life, and for 
achieving serious reforms in agriculture. 

"In re- appraising our position on self-determination in the 
Black Beltj our Party should emphasizes as never before, that 
the struggle for Negro rights and freedom, north and south of 
the Mas on- Dixon line, has emerged as a general, national 
democratic task, upon the solution of which depends the democratic 
and social advance of the whole nation, particularly of the workers 
and farmers, "° 

It can be seen 5 thereforej that the Party has modified its policy 

of "self-determination. " This is a major development in Negro matters for 

the Party, However, its general propaganda relating to "equal rights" and 

other issues remains essentially the same as does the ultimate goal of the 

Communist Party, USA, —the establishment of a socialist United States, In 

February, 1956, a member of the Party's national Negro commission stated: 

. . tt is generally known that the proletariat of a national 
movement has both a national and class mission to perform. This 
is likewise true of the Negro proletariat in our country, It has the 
task of leading the Negro people to national liberation, and, in 
conjunction with their fellow white workers, of putting an end to 
class exploitation by leading the American people to Socialism. , , > 1 



^Underlined portion italicized in original test. 



D. The Negro in Industry 



Throughout its history, the Communist Party, USA, has placed 
particular emphasis on the importance of gaining the support of Negroes 
employed in basic industries. At the present time, the Party attaches the 
utmost significance to the merger of the AFL-CIO which took place on 
December 5, 1955. As far as the Negro problem is concerned, the Party 
claims that: 

"The historic significance of the merger convention's 
position on the Negro question lies in the fact that it registered 
a major defeat for the racist policy of Gompersism; at the same 
time it registered a fundamental and basic victory for the policy 
of Negro -white unity, of advancing and strengthening the Negro - 
labor alliance, of a single trade -union center of all working 
people, white and Negro alike . 

"Its significance is to be found in that after a century of 
bitter struggle, the decisive national center of organized labor 
is committed formally and officially to a line of Negro -white 
unity, to a line of equal rights for the Negro workers in industry 
as well as in the labor movement. Tr *10 

In this connection, the Party is referring specifically to the 

action of the convention regarding: 

"... The resolution on civil rights, the speech by Thurgood 
Marshall, special counsel for the NAACP, ** the speech of Carey 
on the civil rights resolution, the added statement in the speech 



^Entire quotation italicized in original. 

**National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. 
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of Adlai Stevenson in his criticism of the violence directed 
against the Negro people in Mississippi And last p but not 
least^ the election of two Negro vice Presidents to the Executive 
Committee of the AFL-CKX □ . - 1,11 



The Communist Party takes credit for the emergence of Negro 

leadership at the convention by stating: 

TT * * , The struggle for Negro leadership was a product in the 
first place of the consistent and sustained demands of the 
progressives and Communist forces in. the labor movement for 
the last 20 years* • . * tt12 

Among the tasks now facing the Party as a result of the merger 
is that of backing a drive for organizing the unorganized workers particularly 
in the South. 

"Of all the immediate tasks facing the AFL-CIQ with respect 
to Negro- white unity none is more important than that of 
organizing the unorganized in the South. . □ , The demand for 
organizing the South must reach a level of intensity that will 
result in the Federation's passing over from words to deeds on 
this question. 11 ^ 



Other problems confronting the Party include 




1. □ * an interpretation of the constitution to help end all 

bars to Negro workers in affiliated international unions □ □ , TT 

15 

2* □ □ an end to Jim Crow locals* □ * * fT 

3* "* * .the need to rally support for the civil rights 

mobilization announced by the UAW* and the NAACP, ulh 



♦United Automobile, Aircraft & Agricultural Implement Workers of America. 
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In addition to advocating certain demands arising out of the 
AFL-CIO convention, the Communist Party continues to demand a policy 
of nondiscrimination for Negroes in industry. It claims that Negroes, in 
the great majority of cases, are only able to obtain positions as laborers, 
that there "has been no gain in breaking the 'last- to-be -hired, first- to-be 
fired' pattern of discrimination against the Negro people. 1,17 

This is particularly true in the transport, garment, maritime, 
and electrical industries. Communists feel that: 

"Special attention should be given to current efforts to 
squeeze Negro and Puerto Rican workers out of longshore 
and maritime, „ . . " 



"The main channel* through which such struggles for jobs 
for Negroes can best be conducted is the machinery of the trade 
unions- -especially the network of shop committees and the 
regular programs of the unions. "18 

r ■ 

: 

They believe that the struggle to abolish Jim Crow in the v 5> 
railroad industry is of "prime importance" to the advancement of the fight 
for jobs and state that: 

"... The basic aim of this fight must be to win equality for 
Negroes on every type of job which exists in the industry — 
conductors, ticket agents, locomotive engineers, firemen, 
brakemen, switchmen, station masters, head baggage men, 
clerks, dispatchers. 

*Under lined portion italicized in original text. 
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"E. Communist Party Coloniz at ion Program 

One method by which the Communist Party hopes to advance its 
Negro program in the South is through its so-called colonisation program, 
it anticipates a very difficult struggle in that area and 3 in the latter part of 
1955, issued instructions that a number of people^ both Negro and white, 
should be sent into the Southern States where they are to obtain industrial 
jobs. These potential colonizers are to be childless couples, preferably 
between 21 and 34 years of age. Any person having a reputation as a radical 
or a communist will not be consider ed n Selections are to be made^ at least 
in part, from Party members presently active in Labor Youth League* work, 

Those individuals chosen as colonisers are instructed to remain 
in their new assignment on a more or less permanent basis, "root" them- 
selves in their new jobs, and for the present conceal their communist 
tendencies. They will be concentrated in the larger cities of the South 



especially Birmingham, Memphis, and cities in Mississippi, 

Those colonizers assigned to the textile industry are to be 




financed, if possible, through their own means or supported by their 

*The Labor Youth League has been designated by the Attorney General as 
coming within the purview of Executive Order 10450. 
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Communist Party district. The national office will, if necessary, defray 
any expenses* For a period of about one yeax ? the coloniser is told to 
make no attempt to organize or recruit for the Communist Party but to 
spend this time establishing himself in the community . He is to become 
active in church and civic affairs thus establishing a good reputation in the 
community* He is not to have any open contact with the Party in that area 
nor to get a reputation as a Party member or sympathizer* By the end of a 
year , he is to begin to organise persons who he believes axe ^progressive," 

Colonizers are expected to receive indoctrination courses prior 
to leaving for their assignments. It is reported that this colonization 
program has been started by the Party and that plans are being made to fix 
a certain quota of colonizers to be sent down South during 1956, Plans are 
also allegedly being made by the Party to have a number of their trust- 
worthy youth members, who are attending college j transfer to colleges in 
the South to enable them to carry on Party work there, 
F # Civil Rights 

1* Supreme Court Decision Outlawing Segregation in Public 

May 17 a 19 54 > and Subsequent Rulings Affecting publicly Owned 
Recreational Facilities aftd Interstate Transportation 

On May 17, 1954, the Supreme Court of the United States decreed 

that compelling segregation in the public schools on the basis of race is a 
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denial of constitutional rights □ The doctrine of "separate but equal" 
facilities handed down by the Court in 1896 (Pies ay v* Ferguson) was set 
aside □ On May 31^ 1955, the Supreme Court implemented this decision 

by stating the principle previously announced should be carried out "with 

i J 

all deliberate speed. " This ruling permitted account to be taken of local 

conditions and requirements affecting the manner and timing of 

implementation, This principle was also found applicable in cases 

involving racial segregation in publicly owned recreational facilities, and 

adhered to in decisions of the Federal Interstate Commerce Commission 

embracing segregation in interstate transportation. 

The Communist Party^ USAj hailed the 1954 decision of the 

Supreme Court as a: 

"„ □ • real victory for democracy in the United State s ? 
and especially for the harassed Negro people. It will have 
world-wide repercussions. The decision is body blow 
against the whole jimcrow system, which has for so many 
decades persecuted the Negro masses and disgraced this 
country. All the friends of freedom will hail this great 
democratic achievement, 
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The Party also took its share of credit for this achievement: 

"The -Supreme Court decision on segregation in education 
reflects the tremendous new growth in the Negro liberation 
movement, . , # It is due in no small part to the pioneering role 
of the Communists and the Left in the struggle for Negro 
rights. 

The Party pointed out 9 however, that a legal victory does not 
mean the automatic end of segregation but necessitates a drive for its 
enforcement: 



tf n * ■ The legal form does not correspond to the social 
actuality. The struggle for equal rights cannot rest with 
legal victories, important as they are, but must drive to 
enforce* such victories and change the conditions of day-to- 
day livings TT 22 

In this connection^ communists have attempted to implement and 
exploit the enforcement of desegregation in every possible way: 

,T * * , The struggle against segregation should be tied up with 
the struggle against jim crow in employ merits for jobs for all, 
for equal work for whites and Negroes^ for women as well as 
men^ for ending jim crow in housing^ for enactment of an 
FEPC, against fascism and McCarthyisTU, and for peace. 
Meetings should be held^ demonstrations arranged under broad 
united front conference s. These meetings can be the beginning 
of the most popular and broadest coalition activity that our 
country has seen in a long time* tf 

■ 

■I €■■>□■ pa 

* Underlined portion italicized in original text. 
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. * Hundreds of trade union, church, prof essional> student, 
national-group and other organizations with predominantly white 
membership— including many in the South- -axe formally on 
record in support of the Court decision. The big need now is to 
get them all into motion. 

"Petitions should be filed with the Supreme Court prior to 
the December 7th hearing on implementing decrees. Conferences 
and mass meetings should be organised. Resolutions should be 
adopted and publicized, Delegations should be seat to public 
officials on national, state and local levels* * * * And every effort 
o£ reaction to organize mob violence should be countered with 
overwhelming mass protests by the democratic forces of the 
people. M 23 

The Communist Party has been particularly vehement against 

opposition arising to the enforcement of segregation in the Southern States 

and has alleged lack of enforcement by Congress and Federal authorities. 

An editorial in the Daily Worker, east coast communist newspaper, in the 

latter part of 1955 declares: 

"Most of the segregated schools which were declared illegal 
on May 17, 1954, and again on May 31, 1955, are still segregated. 
White supremacists, using legal technicalities and terror, including 
murder, have challenged the authority of the high court and federal 
law and order .... "^4 

On January 12, 1956, in an editorial entitled "Dixlecrat 
Defiance, " the Daily Worker asserted: 
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"State after state in the Deep South has announced its 
planned refusal to comply with a U a S 0 Supreme Court order. 
Brownell has pretended not to hear these threats, not even 
when they reached the level of a movement to 'nullify' all 
federal laws dealing with desegregation. ..." 

11 . . „ The times cry out for an Attorney General with a 
passion for defense of the Constitution and the rights it bestows 
upon all citizens. Brownell, by his actions and his lack of ^ 
action has proven beyond a doubt that he does not meet present ^ 
requirements. "25 

In March, 1956, 96 Southern Congressmen issued a manifesto 
pledging themselves to use "all lawful means" to reverse the Supreme Court 
decision outlawing racial segregation in public schools. This manifesto 
was presented to both Houses of Congress and inserted in the Congressional 
Record. 

The Daily Worker editorialized on this resolution by saying: 

"This is the Disiecrat attempt to roll back the democratic 
tide rising behind the movement to enforce the Supreme Court f s 
rulings. These racists do not want Moderation' or 'gradualism' 
or even reasonableness' in approaching the desegregation issue. 
They want nothing less than the perpetuation of the * lawful means* 
by which they have ignored the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments. " 




"The 96 Congressmen have borrowed heavily from the 
secessionist documents of 1860 in drafting their declaration. 
Their arrogant attempt to intimidate Congress and the nation 
has not met with a resolute determination to enforce the 
Constitution and federal law everywhere in the United States. 
Let Congress pass civil rights laws. Compel Browne 11 to 
enforce the right to vote for southern Negroes I Push the 
Justice Department into actions to enforce the Supreme Court's 
desegregation decisions. Oust Eastland from the V^S, Senate. 
End the retreat before the Dixiecrat minority in Congress and 
the country at large. "26 

a. Autherine J, Lucy 

Probably the case most widely publicized in both the communist 

and the free press of a Negro attempting to enroll in a hitherto all-white 

university is that of Autherine J. Lucy. Subsequent to the May 17, 1954, 

decision of the Supreme Court invalidating segregation Miss Lucy was 

admitted to the University of Alabama by order of a U. S. District Court 

in Alabama. After attending the University for three days under full 

i 

police protection^ she was excluded from class by the board of trustees on 
February 6, 1956, This decision was made under the University's police 
power and for the protection of students j the faculty ? and Miss Lucy in view 
of demonstrations by students and outsiders. 

The communist press decried this action by University officials 
and demanded Federal action in the matter: 




"It is a national disgrace that the university authorities have 
indefinitely barred Miss Lucy from the campus . This is craven 
surrender or, worse^ collusion with the Kluxers. It is not 
Autherine Lucy but the wretched band of lawbreakers who. should 
have been barred from Alabama University. 11 



"And where is President Eisenhower amidst this violation of 
law? Silent, upon a farm in Gettysburg? And where are Attorney 
General Browneli and G-Man Hoover? Blind; as usual, to 
Dixiecrat defiance of the law? 

"We are confident that a great outcry from the people will' be 
heard in the White House, demanding federal action to carry out 
the law in Alabama. 

Party members stated that the Communist Party would utiliz 
every possible facility to create a national incident in connection with this 




matter, 



On February 9 S 1956 ? Miss Lucy filed a petition with a U* S* 



District Court in Alabama, asking the court to issue an order to show why 
the University board should not be held ii contempt* She alleged that the 
suspension was not done for her personal safety but to appease others* On 
February 29^ 1956, the District Court ruled that University officials were 
not in contempt of court; that the officials had acted in good faith in their 
attempts to protect Miss Lucy; and that her suspension from the University 
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should be lifted as of March 5 3 1956, However, the University expelled 

Miss Lucy on March 1, 1956, on the basis that she had made false charges 

and allegations against University officials. 

Benjamin J. Davis, a member of the national board of the 

Communist Party, USA, who had been convicted under the Smith Act of 

1940, "rapped the expulsion of Autherine Lucy* * . and called for prosecution 

of the trustees who voted the action. If He demanded: 

. • enforcement of the Supreme Court decision of de- 
segregation and the arrest and prosecution of Eastland, 
Talmadge and T the gang which controls the White Citizens 
Council s s and all others who conspire to keep the Negro 
people from enjoying rights guaranteed under the 



Constitution. ' 
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b. Bus Boycott in Montgomery, Alabama 
In early December, 195 5, Negro leaders in Montgomery, 
Alabama, demanded equal rights for their race on segregated city buses* 
The issue was precipitated when a Negro seamstress refused to move to 
the rear of the bus 3 was arrested, and fined $14, Immediately thereafter, 
Negroes instituted a boycott of the buses, causing police cruisers to 
escort the buses through Negro areas to prevent violence. On 
February 22, 1956, approximately one hundred Negro religious and political 
leaders in the Montgomery area were indicted on charges of violating a 



state antiboycott statute. 
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Communists immediately took up tiie defense of the Negro lead 
and the boycott. Eugene Dennis 9 general secretary of the Communist Pa 
USA, urged Federal intervention declaring that: 

"„ . » united response, courage and organizational inventive 1 
of the entire Negro community of Montgomery has electrified tl 
whole country. It is giving birth to a movement of mass civil 
disobedience to unconstitutional jimcrow statutes, and mass ct 1 
enforcement of the law of the land. 



"All workers — Left, progressive and conservative — can 
be expected to join with the heroic Negro people and all other 
sincere advocates of the Constitution in full devotion to this 
historic struggle. '7^9 

An editorial in the Daily Worker claimed that the Federal 



Government was: 




". . . duty bound, under law, to act against officials who, 
under cover of law, deprive citizens of their basic and federal! 
guaranteed rights. . • , 11 



"Meantime, it is up to all of us to bombard the Department 
of Justice for action before extra- legal violence follows illegal 
'law, * If Montgomery is the Diexiecrats' first line of defiance, 
it is for patriots democracy's first line of defease. " 3 ^ 

Negro religious leaders sponsored a nationwide "Day of Prayer 

■ 

to aid the boycott movement. The communist press exploited this situatic 



wherever possible and said it: 
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"... marked a moral and social renaissance in. American life 
stemming from the resistance of southern Negroes to racist 
tyranny. " 



"Maybe the millions who prayed last Wednesday will continue 
their efforts against segregation by pressing the President and 
federal agencies to act against those who illegally deny Negroes 
their rights as American citizens. "31 

In May 5 1956, an incident, involving the arrest of two Negro 



college students for sitting beside a white woman in a bus,took place in 
Tallahassee, Florida, precipitating a similar Negro boycott of buses ici 
that citv. 



The Communist Party, USA, has placed the utmost emphasis on 
propagandizing the alleged murder of Emmett Louis Till, Till, a fourteen- 
year-old Negro youth from Chicago, Illinois, was reportedly kidnapped and 
murdered in Mississippi, in August, 1955. The two white men charged with 
his murder were acquitted after a trial, and a grand jury later refused to 
indict them for kidnapping. The Party as well as its numerous front 
organizations regarded this case as an excellent opportunity to further its 
agitation and propaganda campaign among the Negroes. The Party press 



The Till Case 
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has carried innumerable articles on the Till case and issued many pamphlets 
and leaflets regarding it, invariably referring to the case as the Till 
"lynching, " 

In September j 1955, the national administrative committee* of 
the Party issued a memorandum to all districts regarding the Till "lynching, 
pointing out that the marked increase of anti- Negro terror in the South 
should become the immediate concern of the entire Party membership. In 
this connection ,the Party suggested (1) development of the movement to^-v.; 

j'-i.- 

force the Eisenhower Administration to intervene in the Till case^ (2) U 
petitioning of city councils throughout the United States to urge the Attorney 
General to act, and (3) projecting the "struggle" into the preparation for 
the convening of Congress in 1956. The memorandum said that the above 
actions would necessitate hundreds of thousands of postcards , telegrams, 
letters, petitions, and resolutions to the President and the Attorney General 
from individuals and organizations. 

The Daily Worker s ubsequently proclaimed: 

"THE SAVAGE LYNCHING of the Till boy must be fought 
militantly. This has already been well begun by many demon- 
strations and other activities, . . . The whole American people 
should be aroused to the terrible outrage of this boy lynching. 

♦The national administrative committee is now dis solved . For over a year, 
this group largely directed the Party's open activities, 
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Aadj not the least important, this case should be publicized 
all over the world. Abroad it will get a powerful response from 
the democratic people^ who already thoroughly hate the U e S* 
jimcrow system^ with all its oppression, exploit ation ? and 
murder, T, 32 

The Communist Party has attempted to enlist the support of any 
organisation , communist or uoucommunisty interested in this campaign* 
According to information originating from a communist spokesman, the Party 
was able to reach an agreement witSf leaders of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People on a plan of work* The Party regards 
the Till matter as a historical event and the turning point in the struggle 
for Negro liberation, 

3 □ Negro Representation 

One of the key points in the Communist Party program in its 
struggle for "Negro liberation" is its attempt to increase Negro representa- 
tion in the executive, legislative ? and judicial branches of state and national 
governments* Party Voice j a bulletin issued by the New York State Com- 
munist Party, asserted that: 

"The fight for Negro representation must become a major 
concentration throughout our Party; and our most immediate 
concern must be to win new advances in the fall elections of 1955. 
In the process, efforts should toe made to lay the basis for still 
further gains in 1956. tt33 
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Albert E. Blumberg, legislative director of the Communist Party, 
USA, who. was convicted under the Smith Act of 1940, called for "sharply 
increased Negro representation in conventions, Congressional and other 
posts- " 34 

The communist press hailed the appointment of J. Ernest Wilkins, 
an Assistant Secretary of Labor, as the "first time in history.- a Negro has 

Q C 

been appointed to a sub -Cabinet post in the United States Government. " 
But the communist press deplored the fact that in 1955 "there is still just 
one Negro judge in the entire federal court setup 3 n suggesting that "it is time 
to revive pressure for a Negro U* S. Supreme Court judge when a vacancy 
occur s p as well as Negro federal judges at all levels, "36 

The fight for increased Negro representation includes the demands 

for: 

"... abolition of the poll tax, federal protection of the right 
to register and vote, passage of an anti- lynching bill, and 
reduction of Congressional representation of States which 
deliberately disfranchise Negroes. . . 

Although the Party proposes to conduct this struggle on a nation- 
wide basis, its main emphasis is in the Southern States where Negro 
representation is disproportionate* Pettis Perry, chairman of the national 

^According to population , 
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Negro commission of the Communist Party, USA, and. convicted under the 
Smith Act of 1940, pointed oat that "in some states, especially in the 
South, the fight for Negro representation today must move from the general 
question of representation to that of proportional Negro representation. M 00 



The Communist Party 3 s course calls for an immediate solution 



to this problem — an immediate increase in Negro representation. It decries 
the "gradual" approach claiming that it leads to "the gradual eclipse of 
Negro citizenship. TT Aimer W. Berry, Negro affairs editor of the Daily 
Worker, in speaking of Senator Eastland of Mississippi, declared: 



f \ * , Eastland's very seat in the U. S* Congress is a result 
of the victory o£ that 'gradual* approach, for in 1875, Eastland^ 
state had a mass of Negro voters. The Lieutenant Governor, the 
Superintendent of Education and a number of state legislators 
were Negroes. Today, 80 years later ? there are none, and it is 
Eastland's intention that there will never be any more. TT 39 



The Communist Partjj USA, strongly opposes segregation in 



housing and points out that this is one of the issues around which Negro 
rights can be advanced and Negro- white unity built. The communist press 
propagandizes this situation whenever possible. The Worker ^ Sunday 
edition of the Daily Worker, in September, 1955, declared that: 



Housing 
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. . Outside of discrimination in the field of employment 
and education. . . there is another big area in which minority 
groups- -particularly Negroes —suffer grievous discriminations. 
This is in housing. " 

* ■ » *• * • . ■ 

" T Intrusion T of Negro families into white neighborhoods is 
still resented with threats of violence, stoning and riots. The 
Negro ghettos stand out like sore thumbs. ■ . " 40 

In July, 1953, such a situation developed in the Trumbull housing 
development in Chicago, Illinois, a project operated by the Chicago Housing 
Authority. A Negro family moved into Trumbull Park which at that time had 
only white tenants. Shortly thereafter, periodic acts of vandalism began to 
occur in the project including breaking of windows of automobiles driven by 

Negroes. A police emergency plan was put into effect and a large number of _ 

r~ ''' 

police were detailed at the project on a 24 -hour basis. f| 

% 4 

On August 20, 1953, a picket line of some forty persons demonstrated 
before the offices of the Chicago Housing Authority, opposing any move of 
the Authority to evict the Negroes from Trumbull Park. The pickets were 
led by a Communist Party member while other Party members were present 
in the picket line. Leaflets were distributed protesting eviction. The Civil 
Rights Congress was also reportedly interested in protesting any eviction in 
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this area. This organization has been designated as a communist front 
group coming within the purview of Executive Order 10450. 

The Communist Party called for the development of an energetic 
campaign involving the organized labor movement in the area together with 
church groups and mass organizations. The campaign to be organized 
demanding an end to violence included: 

1. A campaign around the elections seeking to influence all 
candidates to make this a major issue 

2. Letters and telegrams to local and national public officials 
calling for prosecution of the violators of the law, use of the 
National Guard to protect the Negro people, and a grand jury 
investigation of the responsible individuals 

3. Delegations to the mayor and aldermen 

4. Letters to the press 

5. Meetings of all possible mass organizations particularly 
among the trade -unions 

The communist press in late 1955 demanded an immediate 

expansion of the "inadequate federal housing program, " and insisted that 

"this program has to have guarantees written into the law that there will 

be no discrimination as to occupancy. mi 



- 29 - 



ILL PRINCIPAL COMMUNIST PARTY- NEGRO FRONT GROUPS 



National Negro Labor Council 



Until the Spring of 1956, the principal communist -Negro front group 



in the United States was the National Negro Labor Council (NNLC). It was 
organized in October , 1951, at Cincinnati, Ohio, with the support of the 
Communist Party, USA. The Party urged "all out support" for the program 
of the NNLC which included the following points: 



1. A nationwide drive for 100, 000 additional jobs for Negro 
workers, with particular emphasis on jobs for Negro women 

2. A campaign to solicit a million signatures petitioning for a X-^ 
national Fair Employment Practices Committee (FEPC) fy 



3. Universal adoption of a "Model FEPC Contract Clause" in 
every union contract with management guaranteeing hiring, 
upgrading, promotion, on-the-job training, et cetera, without 
disc r iminati on 

4. A pledge to work with other Negro rights organizations in an 
attempt to influence the trade -union movement to support 
demands for abolition of the poll tax, anti lynch legislation, 
official union action against police brutality and other 
invasions of the rights of Negro union members, and integrated 
housing 

At its founding convention, the NNLC adopted resolutions calling 



for trade "Union organization in the South on the basis of absolute equality, 
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freedom, and "self-determination" for oppressed colonial peoples through- 
out the world, and an end to the so-called United States policy of supporting 
colonial "oppressors. " 

During its existence, the NNLC directed campaigns against 
discriminatory practices engaged in by certain major industries in the 
United States. These included a drive to win better positions for Negro women 
in Sears, Roebuck and Company, an attempt to obtain jobs for Negroes as 
pilots, stewardesses, ticket clerks, et cetera* in the airlines, and a 
national campaign to upgrade Negroes in the railroad industry. {$ 

Beginning in 1953, the NNLC attempted to promote a non- X. 
discriminatory hiring policy among certain large industrial plants being 
built in Louisville, Kentucky. Using the slogan, "Let Freedom Crash the 
Gateway to the South, " the NNLC advanced its campaign on a nationwide 
scale through newspaper advertisements, petitions, delegations, and 
leaflets. The NNLC also filed a complaint against one of the plants involved 
with the President 1 s Committee on Government Contracts. 

In connection with the merger of the AFL-CIO, the NNLC sent 
an "open letter" to the heads of these organizations demanding an unequivocal 
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equal- membership- rights constitutional provision and the election of 
Negro trade-unionists to top offices in the new organization* One hundred 
thousand copies of this ri open letter FT were distributed and circulated 
nationally* 

While the main sources of funds of the NNLC were membership 
dues, contributions from members ? and contributions and the sale of 
literature at meetings and rallies „ it did obtain considerable financial 
support on certain occasions from so-called left-wing trade -unions such 
as the United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers of America (UERMWA) D * 

]ji January 7 19 54, the NNLC was designated by the Attorney General 
as coming within the purview of Executive Order 10450. On September 28, 
1955, the Attorney General, under the provisions of the Internal Security 
Act of 195 0 f petitioned the Subversive Activities Control Board for an order 
to require the NNLC to register as a communist front organization. The 
order was granted and a petition served against the NNLC* A hearing was 
set for April 30 P 195 6, for the NNLC to appear before the Subversive 
Activities Control Board- However, on April 29, 1956, the NNLC voted to 
dissolve itself. 

*UERMWA was expelled from the CIO in 1949 on the grounds that it was 
communist dominated, 
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While increasing financial difficulties were a factor, the 
principal reason for the dissolution was to circumvent the Government's 

i 

attempt to compel the NNLC to register with the Attorney General, 
Coleman A. Young, executive secretary of the NNLC ? commenting on the 

dissolution, said: 

" T We are unwilling to subject our thousands of members and 
supporters, who are innocent of any wrongdoing, to the loss of 
jobs, blacklisting, and other forms of persecution entailed in the 
registration requirements of the unconstitutional Me Car ran 
Internal Security Act, . . " ^ 

B. National Association of Negro Trade Unionists 

1. Michigan Association of Negro Trade Unionists 

The Michigan Association of Negro Trade Unionists (MANTU) 

was organized in 1955 in Detroit for the purpose of seeing a Negro placed 

on the international executive board of the AFL-CIO. In November , 1955, 

i 

it was reported that if MANTU materialized on a national basis the National 
Negro Labor Council would dissolve and would be replaced by the Michigan 
Association of Negro Trade Unionists, 

MANTU held a conference in November, 1955, in Detroit, at 

- 

which several hundred were present from about eight different states. This 
conference concerned itself with Negro rights in the AFL-CIO merger and 




adopted the following four resolutions: 
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1 □ Resolution on Negro representation and membership rights 
dealing with agitation for a Negro representative on the 
merged executive board of the AFL-CIO 

2, Resolution on organization for the purpose of initiating such 
action as would result in the advancement of the principles of 
democracy and Negro rights in the trade -union movement, 
particularly with regard to the AFL-CIO merger 

3* Resolution on an all -out drive to organize the Southern 
workers on an equal rights basis 

4, Resolution on the Till case characterizing it "as part of the 
great struggle for democratic rights and trade -union organ- 
izations now being waged in the South" 

A high-ranking Communist Party leader in commenting on this 



conference stated that approximately 20-30 Party members were present 



but remained in the background. He declared that the Negro trade -union 



movement at this time was not under the control or influence of the Com- 
munist Party, but that the Party planned to develop it as the merger of the 
AFL-CIO progressed. 



On April 29, 1956, the same day on which the NNLC was dissolved 



MANTU held another conference in Detroit at which permanent officers were 
elected, William Henry Johnson, recording secretary of Local 600, UAW, AFL 
CIO, was elected president, and Nat Turner, executive vice president. 
David William Moo re , a member of the Communist Party, was elected 
organizational director. 
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2. Negro Trade Unionists Committee 

■ i 

Another Negro trade -union group was formed in October, 1955, 
in New York City under the title of Negro Labor Unionists Committee, later 
changed to Negro Trade Unionists Committee {NTUC). This organization 
was reportedly the result of a meeting of Negro leaders present at the 
UERMWA national convention held in September, 1955, The NTUC was 
designed as a national organization and was subdivided into ten groups % 
throughout the country. Its chief purpose was to guarantee full and equal 
membership rights for Negroes and minority groups in the AFL-CIO and to 
fight for trade -union organization of both Negroes and whites in the Southern 
States. 

The NTUC proposed to advance its aims by mass distribution of 
leaflets throughout the United States and to f oster recognition of these aims 
through churches and fraternal organizations . 

3, National Association of Negro Trade Unionists of New Jersey 
In the early part of 1956, another group with similar aims and 

purposes was formed in New Jersey under the name of the National 
Association of Negro Trade Unionists of New Jersey. 
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4 n Amalgamation of These Three Organisations 

These three organizations held a national steering committee 
conference in Detroit, Michigan, on February 24 and 25 ? 1956, and adopted 
the name National Association of Negro Trade Unionists, A statement was 
adopted indicating the purpose of the group is to organize the unorganized 
workers f concentrating strongly on the Negroes, 

Two committees were e stab lis he d^ a resolutions committee and 
a constitutional committee „ The former endorsed a civil rights conference 
scheduled for March^ 19 56^ under the sponsorship of the National Associate 
for the Advancement of Colored People and other supporting groups, 
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IV. THE COMMUNIST PARTY — NEGRO- FRATERNAL, PROTEST- 

^NI3-IMPROVEM ENT ORGANIZATIONS 

A. National Association for the A dvancement of Colored People 

, ., , 1 pJ— PI— ^ ■ ■ ' ^ ^ 

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) is unquestionably the most important agency for the Negro people 
in the United States "in their struggle against caste, " It was started on 
the initiative of a group of white citizens who in 1909 called a conference, 
supported by both Negroes and whites, to organize a "national conference 
for the discussion of present evils, the voicing of protests, and the renewal 
of the struggle for civil and political liberty. ft (| 

v. 

Li 19 10 , this group merged with the Niagara Movement (formed 
in 19Q5 by a group of Negroes who urged protest rather than accommodation 
in an effort to secure equal rights for the Negroes) to form the NAACP with 
the objective of winning full equality for the Negro as an American citizen. 

The national office of the NAACP in New York City supervises 
the work of approximately 1,355 branches, youth councils, and college 
chapters located throughout 41 states, the District of Columbia, and Alaska. 
While the leadership of the NAACP has always been inter racial, the 
majority of its membership, which is largely confined to upper-class 
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Negroes, is practically all Negro. According to a report of the 47th annual 
convention of the NAACP held in June, 1956, this organization reached a 
new high of 309, 000 members with gains concentrated in the South, Income 
soared to a record $635, 000. In addition to its official publication, The 
Crisis, it publishes literature on various aspects of the Negro question. 

The major portion of its work is carried out through its national 
office which keeps a constant check on Negro rights and attempts to secure 
passage of favorable state and Federal legislation. In a broad sense, the 
NAACP strives to create favorable publicity for the Negro and air his 
grievances before the American public. In recent years, it has shifted its 
emphasis from the defense of the Negro to a more offensive position in 



infiltrate and gain control of the NAACP, using tactics consistent with Party 
policy during its alternate militant and "united front Tt periods. It recognizes 
the NAACP as T the most important Negro organization, dedicated to the 
fight for Negro equality. " At a national conference of the Communist Party, 
USA, held in 1953, a statement was issued to the effect that? 



his behalf. 




Throughout the years, the Communist Party, USA f has tried to 
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*\ . . The N. A. A, C, P. is increasingly becoming a 
coordinating center for all major organizations among the Negro 
people, and the pivot for the further advancement of the Negro- 
labor alliance "43 

Accordingly, the Party instructed all of its Negro members to 
join established Negro people's organizations including the NAACP: 

ft , ■ . the time has come to put an end to the self-imposed 
isolation from the Negro community of key Negro cadres. 
We must insist that all Negro Party members, without exception, 
develop and strengthen their ties with the organized sections 
of the Negro community. T, 44 

The Communist Party has had a certain measure of success in 
controlling isolated chapters of the NAACP but has been unable to secure 
domination of the organization on a state or national level. The NAACP 
is alert to those instances where communist control has been effected. 
At its 41st national convention held in June, 1950, the NAACP went on 
record as opposing communism and empowered its board of directors to 
revoke the charter of any chapter found to be communist controlled. In x — 
June, 1955, it reaffirmed its stand against communism, calling it an anti- 
democratic way of life, and warned its branches to be constantly alert 
against communist infiltration. 

Persons identified with the Communist Party and the NAACP have, 
in the past, acted jointly and frequently engaged in parallel activities. Howeve; 



must be kept in mind that the ultimate aims of these two groups are 
entirely distinct. The Communist Party seeks to foster discord and dis- 
content among the Negro race by agitation and propaganda in order to 
facilitate the rise of socialism in the United States, whereas the goal 
of the NAACP is to achieve Ml racial integration and equality within the 
present form of Government. * One recent instance in which the two 
organizations reportedly cooperated was in the Till case which has been 
previously described. According to information originating from a 
communist spokesman, the Party was able to reach an agreement with 
leaders of the NAACP on a plan of work* The NAACP has taken an 
extremely aggressive stand in the Till case and has sponsored numerous 
rallies and meetings in protest against the death of Till and the conduct 
of the trial in Mississippi. The Communist Party has afforded the Till 
case continued attention, constantly urging the Department of Justice to 
intervene, and agitating for a mass march on Washington, D. C. , to 



enforce its demands. £ 

\ 

In recent years, the NAACP has actively campaigned for 

desegregation in housing, at public beaches and amusement centers, in 

transportation, and in the television industry. The Supreme Court decisioi 

* It is to be noted that the Communist Party, USA, in order to confuse the 
American people, is attempting to make its policies parallel to those of 
the NAACP on controversial, racial issues. 




against school segregation in May, 1954 P was acclaimed by the NAACP 

as the high point for civil rights during that year. At its 44th national 

convention held in 1953^ the NAAGP promulgated the slogan "Free by f 63' f 

which launched a program to win total integration of Negroes by 1963 ? the 

one- hundredth anniversary of the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamatior 

The Communist Party has given consider ai) le publicity to all of these issues 

and has attempted to further them whenever possible. 

In Marchj I956 f a national conference on civil rights^ attended 

by 1, 500 delegates, was held in Washington^ D fl G, P under the sponsorship 

of the NAACP and other supporting organizations. Its over- all objective 

was to bring to the attention of Congress the following program^ certain 

measures of which, if enacted into law, would: 

1, Create job equality through the establishment of an 
effective Federal FEPC 

2* Withhold Federal funds from any institution which 

defies the constitutional prohibition against segregation 
in public facilities 

3, Make lynching and other race-inspired acts of violence 
Federal offenses 

4 n Abolish the poll tax and create protection of the right to 
vote 
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5. Establish a civil rights division in the Department of 
Justice with authority to protect civil rights in all sections 
of the country 

6. Create a permanent Federal Commission on Civil Rights 

7„ Eliminate remaining segregation and other forms of 
discrimination in interstate travel 

Activities of the conference included briefing on how delegates 



should conduct themselves when contacting congressmen; speeches on 
the need for additional civil rights legislation; talks by individuals from 
Southern States who were allegedly victims of civil rights violations; 
speeches by representatives of the Democratic and Republican Parties; and 
contacts with congressmen with a report session on results of contacts 



significant. Furthermore, at a prior meeting of the Party 1 s national Negro 
commission, Party leaders had declared that the principal task of the Party 
was to influence this mobilization of the NAACF, Delegates to the conferen 
were screened by the NAACP, but the Party attempted to gain acceptance of 
a form of observer status so that persons other than approved delegates 



with congressmen. 



The Communist Party considered this conference to be very 
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i 



could participate. The Party favored a program including support for 
proposals by Congressmen Adam Clayton Powell of New York and 



Charles C. Diggs of Michigan to unseat the Mississippi representation in 
Congress; support for all civil rights, desegregation, and antipoll tax 
legislation, attacks against Attorney General Browne 11; and a fight for a 
new enforcement order from the Supreme Court for desegregation. 

Seven Party functionaries are known to have attended various 
sessions of the conference as spectators since none of them had been able 
to obtain authorized credentials. Communist literature such as the Dailv_ 
Worker and a pamphlet entitled Behind the Lynching of Emmett Louis Till 
was distributed outside conference sessions. 

The Party was quite disgruntled at its extremely limited role in 
the conference as was evidenced by Atone r W. Berry in his column '*On the 
Way, " in the Daily Worker: 



, .the assembly leadership caused unnecessary griping and 
confusion by applying too much seal in keeping delegations smal 
blocking all attempts to discuss issues and in insisting upon 
injecting the alien note of anti- Communism. n * 5 

However, Berry pointed out that T, the movement for civil rights 



was able to surmount these political diversions and make its imprint on 
the official mind of Washington. " 46 /f^ 
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The NAACP held its 47th annual convention in San Francisco, 
California, from June 26 to July 1, 1956. It reaffirmed its anti- 
communist position and at the same time extended its policy of non- 
cooperation with communist-controlled groups to declare communists 
ineligible for membership in the NAACP. The NAACP also added the 
National Association of Negro Trade Unionists to its list of labor groups 
forbidden cooperation with the NAACP* 

B. Improved Bene volent Pr otective Order of El ks of the World 

^ 1 www. 1 ^ ^ ^ , 1 . ■ _1 ^ ' 

The Improved Benevolent Protective Order of Elks of the World 
(1BPOE of W) was organized in 1898 as a fraternal organization for Negroes 
with the following objectives: /€T95a 



2. Promote better relations between Negroes and the Caucasian, 
race 

3 . Provide an educational program for the enlightenment of 
the Negro and establish scholarships as awards to deserving 
individuals for furtherance of their education in specialized 
fields 

4- Promote the general health, welfare, and status of the Negrc 
through Christian principles, doctrines, and teachings based 
upon the American way of life 



1, Promote better citizenship among Negroes 
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5. Establish a fraternal organization to provide for economic, 
social, and recreational facilities for Negroes 

The IBPOE of W is an entirely separate organization from the 
well-known Benevolent Protective Order of Elks (BPOE). 

Lodges of the IBPOE of W exist in practically every major city 
in the United States> each lodge having a women's ausxiliary section known as 
Temples. Affairs of the organization are handled by the office of the grand 
secretary in Washington, D. C. , assisted by the grand exalted rjiler in 
Philadelphia^ Pennsylvania, The IBPOE of W issues a publication known 
as the Washington Eagle published in Washington, D. C, 

Prior to the 55th national convention of this organisation held in 
Chicago, Illinois, in August, 1954, the Communist Party, USA ? was said 
to be in the process of establishing a policy accelerating its infiltration of th 
IBPOE of Wo At that time, 21 Party members were reportedly affiliated 
with the IBPOE of W although none held a top office. 

The Communist Party fraction of the IBPOE of W held a pre- 
convention caucus at which it was decided that Party work in this organiza- 
tion should proceed slowly and should concentrate on the civil liberties, 
legislative,and educational committees. Meetings were held in New York 
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City and Chicago prior to and during the convention for the purpose of 
establishing the precise Communist Party policy to be followed during the 
convention, Pettis Perry, chairman of the Party's national Negro commission, 
the "guiding light" in effectuating this Party policy. Party members felt 



was 



that they were successful at the convention in that (1) all officers they 
backed were successful, (2) every member was acceptable to the other state 
delegates, and (3) the resolutions they wanted passed by the convention were 
incorporated into the final convention resolutions. These resolutions dealt 
with such issues as discrimination in industry, FEPC ? segregation in schools, 
peace, outlawing of the poll tax, and others, which matters are of vital 
interest to all Negroes whether Communist Party members or not. 



Consequently, it cannot be stated that these resolutions were communist 



inspired. 

Meetings of a number of Communist Party members were again 
held preceding the 56th annual convention of the IBPOE of W the following 
year, Discussion centered around the development of a joint program 
between the NAACP and the Negro Elks relative to FEPC, integration and 
the right to vote in the South, and Negro representation at all levels of 
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government as well as arousing Interest of state delegates at the con- 
vention in resolutions dealing with civil liberties, political action, the 
Walter -McCar ran Act, and unity between the IBPOE of W and the NAACP. 

The report of the resolutions committee for the 1955 IBPOE of W 
convention included resolutions against discrimination in employment, housini 
Negro representation, and transportation, and commended the NAACP for 
its efforts in implementing the United States Supreme Court decision against 

school segregation. 

During early 1955, the national administrative committee of the 
Communist Party issued a memorandum defining certain tasks for Party 
members and any other individuals concerned with the struggle for Negro 
rights. This document pointed out that the primary organizations through 
which these tasks could be achieved are the established mass organizations 
of the Negro people and joint Negro-white membership including the Negro^- 

& 

Elks. \p 

\_ 

Communist infiltration into this organization can be exemplified 
by one communist couple who joined the IBPOE of W upon the direct orders 
of the Communist Party. The wife was initiated into the women's auxiliary 
of the Negro Elks in March, 1955, her husband having been a member of 
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the Elks for several months. In the latter part of April* 1955, she reportedly 
was actively engaged in a fund-raising drive for her auxiliary. By August, 
1955, she was advancing in the Elks organization due to her diligent efforts. 
Her husband was also persevering in his activity in the Elks and in the latter 
part of 1955 was elected chairman of the civil liberties committee of his lodgf 
In July, 1955, the Communist Party reportedly had 88 of its members in 
the IBPOE of W as contrasted with 21 in 1954. 
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V. RESULTS OF COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITY DIRECTED 

TOWARD NTGR0E5 " " 

A* Effects within the Communist Party (White Chauvinism) 

Although the Communist Party has consistently advocated full 
social, political, industrial, economic, and political equality for the Negroes 
the application of certain facets of this policy within its own organization /; 
must be considered, 

The Communist Party, USA, has frequently elected or appointed 
Negroes, at least nominally, to positions of authority s Two Negroes, 
Henry Winston and Benjamin J u Davis, Jr. , were members of its national 

■ 

committee prior to their convictions in 1949 for conspiracy to violate the 
Smith Act of 1940. Three other Negroes, James E. Jackson, Claude 
Lightfoot, and Pettis Perry were alternate members of the Party's national 

■ 

committee. All three have been convicted of violation of the Smith Act, 

r ■ 

and Jackson and Perry are presently serving sentences under this 
conviction,, In addition, Negroes have frequently held other positions of 
importance in the communist movement, Doxey A. Wilkerson is a former 

■ ■ 

member of the Party's national committee and i£ presently instructor and 



director of faculty and curriculum at the Jefferson School of Social 
Science which has been designated as a communist front organization 
coming within the purview of Executive Order 10450, Abner W. Berry 
is also a former member of the national committee and is presently Negro 
affairs editor of the Daily Worker , east coast communist newspaper* 

Yetj in spite of this and the voluminous publicity which it has 
given its slogan of equal rights for the Negroes, the Communist Party ,<^r^ 
throughout its history has had to wage a continuing fight against what itp 
describes as p 'white chauvinism, IT or "white supremacy. M * In 1953, the 
Communist Party declared that "in recent years the Party has waged an 
intensive fight against expressions of white chauvinism within the Party, 
We must .continue this fight. Ft ** It noted, however, that the n past two 
years have witnessed a noticeable decline in the struggle against white 
chauvinism and for Negro rights in a number of key districts. In several 
respects this is also true on a national scale. ,,J *^ 

* Webster's New International Dictionary , Second Edition, Unabridged, 1955, 
defines chauvinism as "the sentiments or disposition of a chauvm; hence 
vainglorious or exaggerated patriotism. T1 

**Ita!icized in original text. 
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In 1954, William Z. Foster, national chairman of the Communist 



Party, USA* pointed out that the Party's struggle against chauvinism must 
be combined with the fight against Negro bourgeois nationalism. He stated: 



"While the Communist Party militantly combats white 
chauvinism as the wor3t ideological menace to Negro -white 
co-operation and solidarity , it does not ignore the lesser 
danger of Negro bourgeois nationalism as a. divisive force. It 
fights on both fronts. Bourgeois -nationalist ideology 'is the 
instrument through which the Negro petty bourgeois leaders, posing 
as champions of general "race" interests, l.e., the interests of 
the whole Negro people, seek to rally them in support of the 
narrow class interests of the Negro bourgeoisie, 1 It manifests 
itself in a two-fold way: in reformist illusions of automatic 
integration into white institutions and, consequently in the idea 
that there is no need to struggle against the white oppressors; 
or in sectarian, isolationist policies of segregation ism. In both 
cases it is a surrender to white supremacy, ,T 4B r r ; - 



". . , there are more than a few traces of white chauvinism 
even in our own ranks, although our Party is far in advance of 
other organizations as to being free of this poison. The fight 
against white chauvinism is one we must make constantly, not 
only among the white masses^ but also in our own Party. 

The national committee of the Communist Party, USA, held an 



enlarged meeting in New York City on April 28- May 1, 1956, While there, 
several of the Party's Negro leaders criticized previous Party policy in the 
field of Negro activities. They complained because there were so few Negr 



In 1955, Foster further declared that: 
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and no Negro women present at this meeting. They charged that the Party 
had failed to eliminate white chauvinism and urged that another meeting be 
held in the near future to deal exclusively with the Negro question. 

To alleviate this situation, one western district of the Communist 
Party recommended that county committees should evaluate their Negro 
work by discussions with various Negro Party members * Negro committees 
should be established to analyze work in Negro communities^ and each area 
should be examined for its activity in community organizations, trade ^ union, 
and its educational programs. 

B. Effects on Noncommunist Negroes (Negro Membership in th 
Communist Party) 

Throughout its history, the Communist Party, USA, has 

constantly endeavored to increase its Negro membership. According to 

William Z. Foster, the highest percentage of Negro membership in the 

Communist Party was attained in 1947 when it totaled 17 per cent of the 

entire national membership. 

Along with the decline of the national membership since 194 8, 
the Communist Party has experienced an even greater decline, percentage- 
wise, in its Negro membership. At a national conference of the Party 
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held in 1953j a report was given on the Party* s work among Negroes* The 
report asserted that in recent years there had been a decline in Negro 
membership and noted the reasons therefore 

L 

T \ * .The attacks upon our Party by the white ruling class ? 
the concessions ? even though f ew ; thrown in the direction of 
Negro reformists 9 the growth of Red -baiting influences among 
Negroes, and the lack of sufficient struggle by the Party to 
adjust to these new developments* have, among other causes, 
contributed to this decline, * * * "50 

la November, 1954j the New York State Communist Party, which 

is the largest district in the country 7 commented on the loss of Negro 

members, giving as the reasons for this decline,, the attacks made against 

the Party and the failure of Party clubs,, sections, and higher bodies to 

maintain their vanguard communist role of militant struggle in behalf of ! 

\ 

Negro rights, 

As of June 30 ? 1956; the Negro membership of the Communist 
Party, USA, was reliably estimated to be seven per cent o£ the total national 
membership of the Party* The total national membership was estimated 
at slightly less than 20 s 000. The Party 7 s Negro membership is in marked 
contrast to 1947 when there were nearly 13, 000 Negro es^ or 17 per cent, 
in the total national membership of the Party of 75, 400, 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 



A, Summary 

The^ Communifit Par jy^JUSA^ despite its concentrated efforts, has 
failed to attract even a significant minority d the Negroes in the United States 



to its program. While it attempts to practice its policy of agitation and 



u-.< ii ■ i-*iTi?,' v , 



propaganda among the Negroes on a nationwide basis* the majority of its 
attention is devoted to those Negroes living in the Southern States* This has 
been particularly evident during the past year in that the Party has concentrated 
upon organizing the unorganized workers in the South, especially those of the 
Negro race. 

It strives to promote its aims through Negro communist front 



■ .1 ,■ ■■ ■ „ i -■ - I....S-J--J - . 



organizations and by MOtrating^and controUing.iegitimale Negro groups. 



One of its chief difficulties has been, and continues to be, the problem of 
white chauvinism r L e*, supremacy of the white race. At the present time, 
it can be stated that along Tjd tt^thej eclin^ jn the national membership of 

L 

the Communist Party > USA, the Party has experienced an increasingly 



■i ■■■ma ii m^m 



greater decline, percentage wise, In its Negro membership, 



B* Conclusions 

1 * Tk§J£^J^ Parjfrj US jto^lation 

to the Negro in the United States from 1928 to 1956 was defined 

,_ M IM-l--—. -- I" . . ,_ 

in its two slogans: 1 T equal rights " and 1 T self -determin ation" for 
the Negroes in the "Black Bolt, 77 which is that portion of the 
Southern United States containing a large concentration of the 
Negro population* Communists asserted that the Negroes living 
in this area constituted a separate nation and should be given 
their rights accordingly* In early 1956 ? the Party modified its 
advocacy of T1 self -deter ruination," but its general propaganda on 
"equal rights" and other issues remains essentially the same, 

2* The activities of the Communist Party, USA, are motivated 
not by the desire to improve the status of the Negro in our 
society, but to exploit legitimate Negro grievances for the 

furtherance of communist alms. 

■i 

3 . Communists in the United States believe that the movement for 
Negro f reedom in this country merges with the struggle of 
colonial peoples, particularly the darker races, to free them- 
selves from their "oppressors." The Communist Party, USA^ 
links this struggle with the fight for peaceful coexistence 
throughout the world* 

4, The^Com^iij^ on 

??^^iL-!l5- 3^VP!9J^M^^S^,9^P. Employed in baalc industries 
ft now regards the job of organizing the unorganized worker s, 
especially in the South, as one of its fundamental ta^fes. 

5* The Party plans to advance its Negro program in the South 
through its colonization program which was initiated in order 
to place militant and devoted Party members as workers lit 
basic or vital industries,, Under this program, communists 



selected for such assignments move to new areas, assume 
altered backgrounds and Identities, obtain employment :is 
industry, and gradually begin to organize people believed to 
be "progressive. tr 

The Supreme Court decision of May 17, 1954, outlawing 
segregation In the public schools in the United States, is 
regarded by the Communist Party as a decisive victory for 
the Negro rac^and the Party has attempted to implement and 
exploit the enforcement of desegregation in every possible 
way. The case most widely publicized by the communist press 
in this respect was that of Autherine J* Lucy, a Negro who 
was the first of her race to enroll in a hitherto all-white 
university. 

The Communist Party has also exploited the alleged murder 
of a Negro youth in Mississippi losing this case as an 
opportunity to further its agitation and propaganda campaign 
among the Negroes. 

^e^f^the^a^polMs in the Communist Party 1 s program^ 
ij^ts^str uggle for equal, rigSs Jbr Jffe^o^ 
ingEease JNegr o xepr essnjation in the executive*, legislative, 
and judicial branches a! state and national governments. 
Although the Party is conducting this struggle on a nationwide 
basis, its main emphasis is in the Southern States where 
Negro representation is disproportionate according to 
population. 

The Communist Party ? USA, strongly opposes segregation in 
housing, pointing out that this is one of the issues around 
which Negro- white unity can be built. 

The two principal Communist Party-Negro front groups until 
recently were the National Negro Labor Council and the 
National Association of Negro Trade Unionists □ At the end 
of April, 1956, the former was dissolved due to financial 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 0£ JUSTICE 



FJSDEItAL ]] U H E A U 0l' ISVESTlGATIOH 



September 6 f 195$ 



BY COURIER SERVICE 



Honorable Lilian Anderson 
Speci&l Assistant to the President 
Executive Office Building 
^ashington f C* 

■ 

Afy de&r iS** Anderson; 



/ the Chi cage*? Illinois^ 
shed reliable information 
Party functionaries in 
aude Light/cot* Chairimn 

Xe&tis Ti 21_*_ w hose body 
«?7 August 




A confidential informant o 
Office of this Bureau* utfio has furni 
in the past^ advised that Communist 
Chicago have been conferring teith 02 
of the Illinois-Indiana District? Co 
w ill lau Tich a huge cai npaign p?y testi 
iZ ^ear ^B^ t 
kSJs^" fo u Tid^n ear Ibney^ Zfississ ippi f o 

This cantpaign will take the form of ® tat events and 
leaflets issued by the Communist Party? the Civil flights 
Congress t and other Communist front groups » The Commmist 
Party will alsc use its influence in the National Assoc iai ion 
for the Advancement of Colored People, which has already been 
aroused over this slaying* The campaign will also involve 
letters* telegrams arzrf xtat&mgnts to Prss ident ISisenhower 
demanding the firing of Attorney General Herbert Browne 21 for 
failure to enforce provisions of the United States Const t tut I on 
in the State of £fiss i3sipp i* The campaign, will involve £ 
scathing condemnation of police officials in the State of 
ifiss issippi arid will be designed to show that full equality 
for all races does not exist in the United States* 




DECLASSIFIED 



■.Bea^-^ UNCLASSIFIED 



■ 



iff iter to Honorable Dillon A?iderscn 

Special Assistant to Hie lYes ident 

■ 

The informant advised that thjjs__^m^i3i3^J^ 

tS*jtf. fl". .already xtrauFfcf,. to . .a ,£*jB*r.Jt< <?fc ..ojwr I 

!_-n7jr 23^.4 ft* ■ 

Tftfa confident ial informant advised that all 
leading members of the Cotrvmnist Party in the IJlinots^Indtam 
area are actively engaged in a ca?^pa/^m re^artffnp t/tls sia^fflj 
a?7d tliat 10*000 copies cf a leaflet were to have been published 
and. circulated on September J 355^ with 6 F 000 copies to have 
been distributed on the south side of Chicago* 

Claude Ztghtfoct t according to this informant^ cms 
to have issued a statement to the press on September -?> 19SS^ 
condemning President Hiserihonter? Attorney General Herbert 
Browne 11 and Federal and local police officials* The Co^un 
Party will start propagandizing the Till slaying under 
slogans ^Browne 11 ism Mwt Co" and "Brnwnell t&m is Only 
MzEarthyi&m in disguise or with Legal Trimming." 

The Communist Party is working arid mobilising for a 
huge mass meeting on the Till case and has planned to hold 
this meeting on the south side of Chicago? probably under the 
auspices d/ the fFashtTigton Park Porum* T%e inforimnt advised 
that the Communist Party and its sympathisers were also in 
the process of contact i Tig many Chicago ministers to as* th&m 
to mke the Till slaying end the Mississippi civil rights 
situation the main topic of their sermons on September 4, 




This informant also advised that the Ctuil Rights 
Congress issued a pajtiphjet on September 2 3 19$$ F in which 
information h&s set forth thai John T* Bernard 3 Chairman of 
the Ciuil flights Congress of Illinois? had written 
President Eisenhower and Senator Thomas C* HenntngSj 
Gfiairmaxi of the Seriate Subcommittee on CoTist i tut ional flights? 
relative to this matter* 



Letter to honorable .Dillon Anderson 

Special Assistant to the President 

In addition, Chicago newspapers of September 2? 19S5? 
reflected that Mxtf$r of Chisago Hi chard J» Daley h&d telegraphed 
President Hi&enhQt#er concerning this case* According to the 
confidential informant «fto furnished the £ information aet forth 
afiopfi pressure of the Negro commmi t ie& on the south side of 
Chicago ftad influenced B&lei? to send this telegram to 
President Eisenhower* 

The Civil Jlights Congress has been designated by 
the Attorney General of the Vhited states pursuant to Executive 
Order 20^7C 

The abo^e is h&ing furnished you for your information* 
Any additional pertinent information received relative to this 
mutter will be fumtehed tjqu promptly* 

The Attorney General is being furnished the foregoing 
information* 

Sincerely y$urs 3 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL mTJflF.lU OF IK VEiTItiATION 



Sept ember 13, 1955 

PERSONAL AND CONJICENTIAL 
BY COURIER SERVICE 



Honorable Dill or. Anderson 
Special Assistant to the President 
Executive Office Eqiloing 
Washington j 0* 

My dear Mr, Anderson; till, a»u 

1 thought you and the President would be ipie^feafced 
in the fcl loving information which indicates that the Gortitfurtist 
Party, USA, has instituted agitational activity in connection 
with the murder in Mississippi of Emmet t Louis Til J t Court e en- 
year-old Negro Chicago boy. 

The Communist Party of II lino is -Indiana has issued 
a one-page leaflet entitled Punish the Child Lynchers/ 1 This 
leaflet calls upon President; Eisenhower to dismiss Attorney 
General Browne 11 and to "end the Disgrace of racism and Jim 
Grow. " : 



The Civil Rights Congress of Illinois has issued a 
press release which reflect 3 that "John T + Bernard, Chairman of 
*he Civil Rights Congress of Illinois , ha^ demanded that 
President iSisenhower 1 &hak^ up 1 the Justice Department and put 
an end to the reign of terror in Mississippi which has resulted 
in the lynching of a fourteen -year -old Chicago boy. 11 

According to a confidential source who has furnished 
reliable information in the past the Communist Party , USA, is 
attempting to organize delegations to coie to Washington, U. C. B 
and at the present time Claude Light foot is scheduled to head 
otvs oi" th&se de leg at ions ^ and this delegation plans to be in 
Washington, H B C PJ on September 19 j 1955- 




CECLASSIFtED 
E.O. 12055, Sec. 3^02 

By K/^NARS, H-te .ty&ff3- 



■" 



c o it f i-ErETTTri a l 



Letter to Honorable Dillon Anderson 

Special Assistant to the President 



Qthor delegations are feeing planned for the purpose 
of obtaining a hearing with Attorney General Browne li or with 
President Eisenhower and, if necessary, a delegation may be 
sent to Efenver, Colorado, if the President is still in Denver, 
If these delegations are unable to obtain a hearing with either 
the Attorney General or the President they will then attempt 
to get a hearing with the Jennings Senate Judiciary Subcommittee. 
Tfte over-all objective cf these delegation* will be to "put 
the heat on Federal authorities" and condemn them for not 
protecting constitution*! guarantees in the State of Mississippi 
because of the failure of that state to protect these guarantees » 
Another objective of thea-e delegations will be an attempt to 
show that the Federal Government has the duty of supporting the 
United States Supreme Court decision on the desegregation issue . 

The Communis t press is giving widespread publicity to 
the Till case, Th^ "Daily Worker 11 for September 9, 1955, carries 
an article reflecting that New York City Councilman Earl Brown 
had urged picketing of the White House to protest the lynching 
ol r Till- This same isfeue of the El JjEily Worker' 1 carries a 
statement of thu National Commit tec of the Communist Party which 
wa^ signed by William Z. Foster, National Chairman, and which 
urged "Federal Intervention against Mississippi lynchers "The 
Worker" for September 11, 1955 j carries a leading article entitled 

Lynching of fourteen-year-old Boy Arouses Nation 11 which b*an 
the date line, Chicago P According to the article, well over 
lcjO,ouo persons came to view the 11 smashed" body of Emm^tt Louis 

mi. 

The "Daily Worker 11 for September 12, 1955, tarries a 
front-page article, date lino Chicago, entitled 11 St eel Union Head 
Writes Slain Child's Mother, Pledgee Fight for Justice, 11 The 
article states, "a demand that President Eisenhower lyramed lately 
recall Cong res s to enact an antilytieh law was sounded by labor 
and other groups here in the wake of the lynching of fourteen- 
year -old Emmet* Louis Till." According, to the article the steel-* 
workers utvion president, David J, McDonald, sent a letter to 
Mrs. Mamie Bradley, mother of the slain child* of f ering the union's 
help in "seeing to it that Ju3tloe la carried out." According 
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to the article .Raj-Tie Id Moc-ty* president of a Chicago steel 
union local, spoke at a rally held in Chicago on September 11 3 
195-5, where a petition campaign was launched addressed to 
President Eisenhower- The petition declared m part, 11 We 
strongly urge you T Mr. President, to call a special session 
of Congress in order to recommend passage of additional antl- 
lynch and ant I poll tax laws * Only in this way can we be 
assured tha^ other Negro American* will not stieefc a similar 
death, 

This information h,a& been riiad* available to the 
Attorney General and to the intelligence agencies of the 
Armed Forces* 

As additional pertinent Information is received in 
this- regard It will be furnished to you promptly. 



Sincerely yours, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



FEDliK.lL KUItF.AU fiF INVliRTIGATION 



October II, 19SS 

PERSONAL AND O01/FIBESFIAL 
BY COURIER SERVICE 



E^n o ra b 1 c Dillon Anderson 

Special Assistant to th# president 

Ex&cutiv* Of fizz Building 
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)fff dear j/r* Andsraon- 



^ar your tn/orna*i on, a cort/idcireifciai. tfl/firj?iajit o/ 
"tfte ffftioogoj, Tllinoia., Off toe o/ jS^reuiij wAp Ags 

furnished reliable inform -hi on in the pna-b^ on Oc-fcoijtfr 
1955f aduised as follows* 

According in Ray TiH^n j chair^n^ South Side 
j^iuiBion of the 111 tnois-lndiana Bt&trivt of ths co^-Hunist 
i-crtyj and Arlene ward* & member $f tne CpwhuM** ^ar*^, 
/our rgjij^oug Qr ? 7pr h ^atf p^ s: ncnteli/j tA;e _j7o??grega p/ 
cffrTia -bin n Organizativ the Unit ed_C_hu roh. JI& U-.ic.tij the 
Baptist tfiKiztttQ-JJllianQe and the Waticntil Crusade o/jE^rto^ 
Were to aPQJispr a Jmij c siass_gflilflr Qfl flundftj^ Qctiafiur 9j_J.Q55j 
&t the iifla-efioiuij. ffottagfe tfro-tjti ISyentrej CMcaytfj J12 tn-gis- 

rJl ^ jftrstygg ft/.-feft ifl mflfltinfl agaa to rsis e- ^ o e y g 

t a r S 3 3 195 S M in regard to the mu rder__ of Ektk e 
Fill m kis&ihsippi* This meetijig or _ Qot otte r 9„ 1955 ? iua* 
giJg, ^d"?l'o ij'e i g eft so p na a r ad fen J6A£ ^fna ^JMaricafl. Cong r £3 a o _f 
Cftr^^]6taFL^QEjjai LtJfl^? Jtg ipfcfcft fa dIsc ^oto as Rational 
Uengress of the Afro^America^ People > Afro-A^erioan Co/tyres- 
atonal ffuard and Af r Q~Am er i c a n Actional infantry. This 
o rga n i *a t i o n 3 under the leader s h i.o of . G lare no e J/tlljia rc 
Harding ^ is aJl Qutgromtfi of the ffniuer&nl Jf$$rQ ImpruvEment 
SW&OG tation ip^icft has been referred to 53 the Marcus Harvey 
"BuGk-tO^AfriGQ** ntouemeni?* 

DECLASSIFIED 

fir StfidLNLE Dhi* J jfj' f'SV 
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Letter to Honorable Dillon Anderson 

Special Assistant to the president 
E&gwtiw Office Suiiding 



ArJ.L't:e Ivnrd^ mentioned afrpuSj iT-g: s h&tin in contact 

with Harding^ who has stated he will aoczpt assistance from 
any source* A® a resul^ t th.e ^ff.ojumuni st party gave Harding 
SlOO on Oc tober f t 19SS f for the purpose publishing 
leaflets to a deer &ise the meeting of Qotob&r iJ t 1 K JS5* The 
C flm-mif n tat Party may "So'" ' & a ~i- : u ? in mobilizing . p$opl e to 

th_ e _ zte i n j a success and mas to organise transpjyrtaMi on 

c^^ttiL/qa pr dclt^ja u ions yoin.^ to Wu£hingtnn M S?~ 0* Th is 

See* i Ply.. .of, 0gtober~^~^$55/ teas iifit instigated by the OOJmuni^t 
partjf and the Co\ttttuni$t P-^rty dues not control the Afro* 
Am e r ipa n Qangress of Christian Organisations? ^^eu^Tj "t/ie 
0 ommu n is t Fart y mi ll attest to tufluenvs thi& .flJ!jj c nidation. 

Harding planned to l^uy* QhioagOj Illinois* on or 
absnt October J?TJ ' l$tt. for HT'trip to Ifw. XQrk* ifew For*; 
Philadelphia ^ Pennsylvania* ^l£tr^it 3 Michigan^ and otfter 
cTi&iej in the Forth and the South* in th0&$ cities Harding 
wa's ~vo c 3 ntac t p eop le in ftis organi sa ti^n to obta i n do s tatic ns 
and prepare delegat ions for the trip t^ Washi ngtoftj Jl*. C' ~~ 

Hording desired jT^tji the E o^an i st Party the names 
of people \oh dj^ h# could contact^ but i.n the _e vznt _t hejpoTm tin i s t 
jnr^u jjfiigff jjardii ttr anu ttim*3 m &uph_ will be limit ed^io ' ~ ,_c Bi * - ~ 
£Tt3 1 i7 ^ flttai* in -trad e~un £ oris 'and " ' j/o t i s r , al j fegve Labor 
Council* ^— 

Uurin^ the aforementioned trip 3 Harding p lan ned to_ 
a^ntagt_Jih.e.- an ±e ryrpu nd for e e& Of hi$ or qqu jgg t * e re wft*£h^ ha u e 
ft eaci j rt ere_ i n }fi$s issippt amTrgport &dl j; ar e armeeii 



Till^anj Ward und Ji7& j}urki^ a member of the 
111 inois-lndiana District ffaard of th? Gowsauntst Party^ kau$ 
stated that tf&grp_ peop le ttt chicane* 3etroit and other pities 
are purchasing ""^gII firearms and & e nd i ng J&h e.vj by various 
™™^- ifl fs relatives in th e s auizh* possibly the#$ fir^r^is are 
being sent to persons residing in states adjacent to Mississippi 
and are then being smuggled in so Mississippi, 





jitter to Honorable Billon Anderson 

Special Assistant to the President 
Executive Off tee building 



Th e afors-ntent i Qned informant pointed out that to 

his knowledge the ,n&fnmuhi*±_P&rtu ia kot in anu r mifrJM$ ru- 
*M fl- -*AA- j- fl_.£5^ P.ur^ha s e^er 3 ft *p ,ti e/tjfe . pfphex s^f yr evrm ^ r ^ * 

informant Stated tnat dn't e trasre Ui£j/ &e d^me? £jga3"t^n^ in 

regard to tyie sftipE5?i£ ftre&r^s to tri£ HQw1*fi 3 it is /its 
opinion t/iert £s *mtnff fra^is /dt* tAia J^erm^*f oft ana it is 

not Ju 2 ■£ iiil £ tia-1 A - ■ 

iVtc irs/Gr^an* noted -that although the religious 
organ is anions 3 whiah also sponsored th ± meeting of GctQber 3^ 
1 9h S > ma y n o t agr e iff w £ ±h -tft ^ &nt ire program cf th e Af ro- 
A^erioan cen^ess of christian Qrganizat i tn$ t they could not 
r$mow their jig^s os sponsors because of the sentiment a&ong 
the Ifegro people over the Till case* 

F 

Th% aforementioned informant subs uqu ant ly adutsed 
the Chicago Office of this Bureau that at the rally held on 
October 9j 1955^ the sum of $3?G ivas raised and it mas voted 
1? ? end ei delegation to Was'itngtan^ D- 0 - , on October £2j 1955 3 
in regard to the Emmett Louis Till cu$e* The informant 
furnished no I p I o n . . o on cji i rn i n g fikfi^qfig^b 1 e cgrTgcct'.a _of 
thin d el &ga iTi o n wKiYe^i n washington t ij* c 

rft? jWfcion al ne gro Labor co unotl has t>&en designated 
by the Attorney denerdl^ursuah^ t& i'JJTTeTFi i ue Order 2Q450» 



The file* of this Bureau reflect that i^ar^as tiaryey 
a British West Indian l/egro f reputedly formed the Universal 
Negro Improvement Association at Ja7r.aiaa t British \fest Indies 
or r July 1S 7 1314, Q&rv$y entered the United State* en 
March S3 r 1916 3 and oomnenc td to promote hie mouef&ent in th& 
Sari em Sscvion of New Yq?k city* Garuey deaorik&d himself as 
the Messiah of the 3±iLuk people throughout the wo rid and rr^de 
"altjf wi&IeJT* and inflammatory attacks upon the white raae and 
tte treaifiiGr-t of Negroes w /n connection with the num^rcjya 
business ventures engaged in by the Universal ftegro improvement 
Assoeiut i on t garuey auaj convicted of uaing the mails ta defraud 
in 1SSS+ Se remained in prison until lug? mhen he was deported 
to- the British West Indies* garvey died in 194Q V 
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Letter to Honors Me ptlion Anderson 

Special Aasistnm to the president 
Lztc^tiu* Office Building 

- 

Relative *i> the Afro-Am er ican Mtional Infantry^ 
also known National Congress of A,fr a -American People, the 
files of this Bureau reflect that tm December 4, 194S^ yarding 
Bcia interviewed at his request by Agents of this Bureau* At 
that time he advised that the national Congress of the AJ'rv^ 
American People created by hin in August, 1933> a^ mhivb 
time the first conference was hsld in chicaiju* .i'e inilicat&d 
this or^ni^ction oonei^ted of delegates frm all of the 
various Negro organizations in the United States? that tt mas 
fflflre or leas a federation of jYegro societies and taat ih& 
Afro-Amertean Actional Infantry was the military division $f 
the National Congress of the Afro-Anerican People. 

The pr&amble to the Constitution of the National 
Congress of the Afro-Aneriuan People reflects the purpoee c/ 
the organization njae "to form a strong confederation of men 
and ioQTTien of African descent dedicating our every effort to 

proposition of the complete emancipation of our noble 
race both here and beyond the seas*** 

In April F 294$ r Harding then a private in the United 
States Arm.y 3 was court-martialed for uttering disloyal state- 
ments* jBTe laas foand guilty and sentenced to" serve a orison 
tern of five years. 

Jjkj^dllflrn gJL & en gral and the intelligence agencies 

°^ ^ rm ^ d Forc e s are be ing furnished th^YifF'Sgb iff'g" 
^nformhti on w ~ " ■ — - — -- 



Any additional pertinent dvta received relative to 
this matter frill be &adg available to yon promptly 



Sincerely yvurz^ 




UNCM&IELED 
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Sitl^ti:::: 



ULVITJiD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



FEPECIUL OTP IK YE.STJG ATIOtf 



PERSONAL A»D CtMFIIffilJTIAL 



.ionarable Dillon Anderson 
SpecletX Assistant to the President 
Executive Off ioe Bull dins 
V. 1 a s hingti? n, D - G * 



My dear Mr* Andersen; 



Reference Is made to- my previous comnunicGtitms 
calling to your attention eg: : .-ational activity in 
connection with the death q f gpr. e 1 1_ Lg ai s . 2i 1 1 y fcurteen- 
year-old Ko^o Chicago boy who^wifti allc^odiy Murdered in 
Mississippi- 



I thought you and the President would bo inter- 
ested in the attach&d copy of a letter dated Septeriber 29j 
1955i dir&otad to all ccnanuird^t Party districts, £fpei the 
headquarters of the Coium-juiist F&rty f JSA, wtiieh s^ts forth 
the proposals of tEie Co-onmlst r^.rt^s campaign, to ajtart 
pressures against the 3ia*mhower Administration and 
Attorney General 3F-o>?nell to intervene in the EiuHtett Louis 
Till lynchi^. 



Tir.is inf ormatlo-n has been made available to 
Attorney General R.nd the intelligence agencies of the 
Armed Poree^ - 



the 



Aa additional nErtinent information is receive 
in thia regard it will be furnished to you promptly * 

Sincerely yours, 




En closure 






HKEI*ED 



. 



DECLASSIFIED 
ED, 1206^ See. 3402 




